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Shoghi Effendi, Guardian of the Bahá’í Faith









 




[bookmark: _Toc295929099]25 APRIL 1950





 


Review of World Progress of the Faith


 


[bookmark: Page_3]Hail the valiant acts during the course of
the last twelve months of members of firmly knit, world embracing, divinely
propelled Bahá’í Community, singly, collectively, both sexes, all ages laboring
in near, and distant fields, in Eastern and Western hemispheres, gathered from
diverse classes, creeds and colors; as administrators, in the respective home
lands or as settlers or itinerant teachers overseas; whether serving in private
capacity or in official association with authorities. 


 


Second half of opening decade of second
Bahá’í century befittingly ushered in. 


 


Recent exploits in virgin territories of
Western hemisphere, Arabian Peninsula, South and East Asia raised to one
hundred the number of sovereign states, and dependencies, enrolled under the
banner of the Faith. 


 


Forthcoming celebrations, commemorating the
Hundredth Anniversary of the Martyrdom of the Herald of the Faith, doubly
glorious, through association this historic victory, representing an increase
of no less than twenty-two countries in the brief span of six years, since the
Centennial of the Declaration of His Mission. 


 


Number of centres in Australasia now
exceeds sixty; Canadian Community nearing ninety centres already established;
Alaskan territory eleven centres; European goal countries thirty-five, number
of newly declared believers almost doubled during course of past year. 


 


Bahá’í literature enriched by translation
into Welsh, Eskimo, Swahili, Hausa, Chinyanja, raising the total number of
languages to sixty-three. 


 


Languages in process of translation,
eleven. 


 


Official recognition, constituting a
unique victory in the annals of the Faith in the East, and West, extending to
newly formed National Spiritual Assembly of the Dominion of Canada, through
granting act of Parliament, enabling the National elected representatives to
incorporate as religious organization. 


 


Additional contract placed for the
construction of the parapet, crowning the Arcade of the Báb’s Mausoleum on
Mount Carmel, raising the total tonnage ordered to almost eight hundred. [bookmark: Page_4]


 


The erection of the ornamental columns of
the Temple interior commenced; ventilation and heating systems installed;
number of visitors since the opening of the edifice to the public, over four
hundred thousand. 


 


Six year plan of the British Bahá’í
Community triumphantly concluded; almost quintupled number of Assemblies in the
British Isles; laid basis administrative structure of the Faith in the capital
of Eire and in the chief cities of North Ireland and Scotland. 


 


Plan initiated Persian Bahá’í Community
consummated 31 Assemblies, 17 Groups, 11 Isolated Centres formed beyond
prescribed objectives. 


 


Recognition, long last, accorded by Iráqí
authorities to all marriages solemnized by Bahá’í Assemblies in ‘Iráq through
official registration of the marriage certificate by court, first instance
setting a momentous precedent throughout the Muslim East, constituting a
significant landmark in the process of the emancipation of the Oriental
followers of the Faith from the fetters of religious orthodoxy. 


 


Certificate authorizing the celebration of
Bahá’í marriages issued by the District of Columbia court. 


 


Eight islands of Hawaii granted authority
to recognize Bahá’í marriages. 


 


Bahá’í marriage contract legalized by
attorney general throughout the territory of Alaska. 


 


Bahá’í Holy Days recognized by Educational
Department of the State of Victoria, Australia. 


 


Second European Teaching Conference
convened in the capital city of Belgium, attended by hundred and thirty
representatives from nineteen countries. 


 


The historic first all-Swiss Bahá’í
Conference the latest, most promising fruit of the transatlantic enterprise
initiated by the American Bahá’í Community, held in the Swiss capital,
presaging the acquisition by the goal countries of an independent status within
the family of Bahá’í national Communities. 


 


The process of extension of Bahá’í
endowments accelerated through the donation of twenty acre property near
Anchorage, Alaska; purchase of twenty-two acres in neighborhood of Auckland,
site of projected New Zealand summer school; grant of burial ground by Egyptian
authorities to Port Said Bahá’í Community. 


 


Ties binding the Bahá’í International
Community to the United Nations reinforced through participation in European
Regional [bookmark: Page_5]Conference of nongovernmental organizations in
Geneva; and in Latin American Conferences in Chile, Uruguay; and in similar
conferences in Kansas and Lake Success; through submission in response to the
request of the UNO Committee of statement on the Bahá’í concept and method of
community worship, subsequently transmitted to the Secretariat responsible for
the planning of permanent headquarters in the United Nations. 


 


Last but not least, nay the crowning
achievement of the year just concluded, are the stupendous exertions of the
vanguard of the resistlessly advancing Bahá’í World Community resulting in the
raising of half a million dollars, virtually attaining the objective set for
the two-year drive to ensure the completion of the interior ornamentation of
the Mother Temple of the West in anticipation of its approaching jubilee. 


 


First stage of austerity period resolutely
embarked upon, successfully traversed. 


 


Resolution no less grim, self abnegation
no less heroic, solidarity in sacrifice no less striking, must needs
distinguish the final phase of the stern struggle, still facing the dauntless
highminded spartan-souled American Bahá’í Community, designed to liquidate the
deficit in the General Fund, marring the otherwise spotless record of
collective achievement, as well as to provide financial support imperatively
required to meet, through prompt despatch of substantial number of competent
pioneers, the emergency existing in Central and South America, thereby ensuring
the glorious consummation of the thirteen-year-old enterprise through the
formation of the projected twin National Assemblies in Latin America. 


 


—Shoghi 


 


[Cablegram, April 25, 1950] [bookmark: Chapter_2]
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[bookmark: _Toc73205943] 


 


Epoch-Making Events


 


My heart is filled with thankfulness at
contemplation of the chain of swiftly succeeding, epoch-making events
transpiring in the course of the fifth year of the second Seven Year Plan,
rendered memorable through association with the Centenary of the Martyrdom of
the Prophet-Herald of the Bahá’í Dispensation testifying to God’s unfailing
protection and the manifold blessings vouchsafed to the Community of the Most
Great Name alike in its World Centre and in all continents of the globe. 


 


Divine retributive justice is strikingly
demonstrated through a series of sudden, rapid, devastating blows sweeping over
leaders and henchmen of breakers of Bahá’u’lláh’s Covenant foiling the schemes,
levelling the hopes, and well-nigh extinguishing the remnants [bookmark: Page_11]of
the conspiring crew which dared challenge the authority, succeeded in inflicting
untold sorrow and assiduously plotted to disrupt the Will and Testament of its
appointed Centre. 


 


The triumphant, resistlessly expanding
Bahá’í Administrative Order now embraces one hundred and six sovereign states
and dependencies constituting an addition of no less than twenty-seven
countries since the Centenary celebration of the Declaration of the Mission of
the Holy Báb. 


 


The number of languages into which Bahá’í
literature is translated or in process of translation is over eighty. 


 


The number of incorporated Assemblies,
local and national, is one hundred and ten. 


 


The Centenary of the Martyrdom of the
Herald of the Faith was befittingly commemorated, synchronizing with the
completion of the Arcade and Parapet of His Sepulcher on Mount Carmel, marking
the termination of the two-year, quarter million dollar enterprise. 


 


The preliminaries for the erection of two
additional Pillars of the Universal House of Justice, culminating in the
formation of National Assemblies in Central America, Mexico, and the Antilles,
and in South America have been successfully concluded, following the raising of
a similar Pillar in the Dominion of Canada. 


 


The interior ornamentation of the Mother
Temple of the West is virtually completed, paving the way for the provision of
accessories and landscaping in preparation of its public dedication destined to
coincide with the twin celebrations of the consummation of the fifty year old
enterprise and the Birth of Bahá’u’lláh’s prophetic mission. 


 


The prelude to the historic African
campaign, the foremost objective of the two year plan of the Bahá’í Community
of the British Isles, linking in formal association four National Assemblies is
marked by the departure of the first pioneer to Tanganyika and plans for settlement
Gold Coast and Uganda. 


 


Contracts amounting to over two hundred
ten thousand dollars successively placed for stones, window frames, railing,
steel, cement, required for the erection of the Octagon, Cylinder and Dome of
the Báb’s Sepulcher raising to sixteen hundred tons total tonnage ordered from
Italy. 


 


A quarter-century old project is
terminated through the construction of the last two terraces connecting the
same edifice with the Templar Colony at the foot of Carmel. [bookmark: Page_12]


 


The four year plan initiated by the
Persian National Assembly in the promotion of the interests of the women
members of the community is successfully concluded despite increasing
disabilities resulting from the recrudescence of religious fanaticism
afflicting the sore-pressed homeland of Bahá’u’lláh. 


 


A notable step in the progress of Bahá’í
women of the Middle East is taken through the extension of the right of
membership in local Assemblies to women believers in Egypt. 


 


The third European Teaching Conference and
Summer School was held in Copenhagen and attended by one hundred seventy-seven
persons representing twenty-two countries. 


 


The second All-Swiss Conference convened
in Zurich, foreshadowing the closer integration of the ten goal countries of
the European continent through the eventual formation of regional National
Assemblies in Scandinavia, the Benelux countries, Switzerland, Italian and
Iberian peninsulas. 


 


Bahá’í literature in Greenlandic,
previously disseminated as far as Thule, Etah, beyond the Arctic Circle, has
been dispatched to radio station in Brondlundsfjord, Peary Land, eighty-second
latitude, northernmost outpost of the globe. 


 


Ties, linking the World Centre of the
Faith with the newly-emerged, rapidly consolidating sovereign state in the Holy
Land, have been reinforced through the delivery by the Ministry of Religious
Affairs of the Mazra’ih Mansion into Bahá’í custody, the recognition of Bahá’í
Holy Days by the Ministry of Education and Culture, following exemption granted
to Bahá’í international endowments, and recognition accorded Bahá’í marriage
certificate. 


 


Bahá’u’lláh’s residence in Akká, the scene
of severe crises in the course of the ministries of the Founder of the Faith
and the Centre of His Covenant renovated and furnished, are added to the Holy
Places already opened to the steadily swelling number of visitors both local
and foreign. 


 


A significant step was taken by the City
Governorate of Cairo presaging the eventual recognition by state authorities of
the Bahá’í laws of personal status, already codified and submitted to the
central government by the Egyptian National Assembly. 


 


Bonds binding the Bahá’í world community
to United Nations strengthened by Bahá’í participation in regional conference
of Non-Governmental Organizations in Geneva and Istanbul. 


 


Preliminary steps taken in preparation of
final design for the [bookmark: Page_13]Mashriqu’l-Adhkár on
Mount Carmel by President of the International Bahá’í Council, specifically
appointed by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá to be its architect. 


 


Process of the unfoldment of the
ever-advancing Administrative Order accelerated by the formation of the
International Bahá’í Council designed to assist in the erection of the
superstructure of the Báb’s Sepulcher, cement ties uniting the budding World
Administrative Centre with the recently established state, and pave the way for
the formation of the Bahá’í Court, essential prelude to the institution of the
Universal House of Justice. 


 


I hail particularly the brilliant victory
won by the American Bahá’í Community in meeting the financial requirements for
the completion of the interior ornamentation of the Temple and eliminating the
deficit in the Victory Fund, exploits doubly meritorious owing to the added
responsibilities courageously assumed to assist enterprise in the African
field, and construction of the Báb’s Sepulcher in the Holy Land. 


 


I am thrilled by the multiple evidences of
the simultaneous prosecution of Bahá’í national plans, East and West, and the
rise and steady consolidation of the World Centre of the Faith, constituting
the distinguishing features of the second epoch of the Formative Age whose
inception on the morrow of the Second World War coincided with the inauguration
of the second Bahá’í century, and which bids fair to eclipse the splendors of
the preceding epoch, which posterity will associate with the birth and rise of
the embryonic World Order of Bahá’u’lláh. 


 


—Shoghi 


 


[Cablegram, April 25, 1951] [bookmark: Chapter_9]
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[bookmark: _Toc73205954] 


 


Irresistible March of the Faith


 


Soul stirred, heart uplifted by
recollection of events signalizing the twelve month period preceding the
fateful year destined to witness the consummation of series of plans formulated
by Bahá’í National Assemblies of five continents, as well as the inauguration
of the second, glorious Jubilee of the Bahá’í Dispensation. The irresistible
march of the Faith marked simultaneously by the steady consolidation of its
administrative institutions and the rapid enlargement of its limits. No less
than eighteen countries have been enrolled, raising the total number within its
orbit to one hundred [bookmark: Page_26]twenty-four. Languages in which
Bahá’í literature is printed or is being translated are now ninety, including
twelve African languages. The vast process of the rise and establishment of the
World Centre of the Faith has been accelerated. Contingents of Hands of the
Cause have been successively appointed in every continent of the globe, five of
whom are shouldering responsibilities in the Holy Land. The International
Bahá’í Council has been enlarged and officers designated. 


 


An interview was accorded by, and
literature presented to the Israel Prime Minister in the course of his American
visit by representatives of the American National Assembly. Eighteen plots, a
twenty-two thousand square meter area, have been added to the International
Bahá’í endowments on the slopes of Carmel. Government survey concluded paving
the way for the acquisition of over one hundred forty thousand square meters of
property in the precincts of the Most Holy Tomb at Bahjí. The design for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkár
on Carmel, conceived by the President of the International Bahá’í Council,
completed. Privileges, exemption already accorded Bahá’í Holy Places in Israel
by Ministry of Finance extended to ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Home, Eastern and Western
Pilgrim Houses. Pilgrimages to World Centre of the Faith resumed following
decade of external hostilities and internal disturbances agitating the Holy
Land. Eight piers, designed to support the thousand ton superstructure of the
Báb’s Sepulcher constructed. Successive contracts, totalling approximately
forty-seven thousand dollars, for the construction of the structural work and
the erection of the Octagon signed, culminating in the completion of the first
unit of the superstructure, and the raising of eight pinnacles, constituting
the second crown of the Holy Edifice. Preparations to build the Drum, the
foundation unit of the golden Dome of the Sepulcher, commenced. 


 


Twin pillars of the future House of
Justice erected in Central and South America, additional pillar projected for
Europe uniting the heart and south of the continent. 


 


Preliminary measures initiated for the
convocation of four intercontinental conferences in the African, American,
European and Asiatic continents, involving the participation of twelve National
Spiritual Assemblies, designed alike to befittingly celebrate the Centenary of
the Year Nine and to launch ten year crusade destined to culminate in the Most
Great Jubilee. 


 


Two year plan of the Bahá’í community of
the British Isles formally launched on the African continent through the
dispatch of pioneers to the virgin territories of Tanganyika, Uganda, and [bookmark: Page_27]the Gold Coast, has been reinforced by the assignment of
Liberia to the American, Somaliland, Nyasaland and North Rhodesia to the
Persian, Zanzibar and Madagascar to the Indian, and Libya and Algeria to the
Egyptian, National Assemblies, raising the number of States and Dependencies already
soon to be opened to the Faith to twenty-five. 


 


First fruits garnered comprise purchase of
seventeen thousand dollar Hazíratu’l-Quds in Kampala, settlement of Persian,
American, British, Egyptian and Portuguese pioneers in Liberia, North Rhodesia,
Angola, Libya, Spanish Morocco and Mozambique, inauguration of teaching
classes, public meetings and firesides, enrollment of several native Africans
belonging to the Teso, Yao, Buganda and Mutoco tribes, and the formation of
Spiritual Assemblies in Kampala and Dar-es-Salaam. 


 


European Teaching campaign, exceeding
fondest hopes, stimulated successively by convocation of the fourth European
Teaching Conference in Scheveningen, representative of twenty-one countries,
the first Iberian Conference in Madrid, the third Swiss Conference in Bern, the
first Italian Conference in Rome, the first Benelux Conference in Brussels and
the establishment of headquarters in Amsterdam, Brussels, Luxembourg-Ville,
Bern and Lisbon. 


 


The process of consolidation of the Faith
stimulated by the recognition of Bahá’í Holy Days by the Superintendent of
Public Schools in Kenosha, Superintendent School in Milwaukee, and Rhode Island
State Department of Civil Service, and of the Bahá’í marriage certificate by
civil authorities of Indianapolis; by the authorization by Adjutant General of
Bahá’í identification for believers serving in U.S. Armed Forces. 


 


Bahá’í administrative centres steadily
multiplying in Hijáz, Yemen, Bahrayn, Ahsá, Kuwait, Qatar, Dubai, Masqat, Aden,
heralding convocation of historic Bahá’í Convention in the Arabian Peninsula,
destined to culminate in the erection of a pillar of the Universal House of
Justice in the midmost heart of the Islamic world. 


 


The nineteen month plan, formulated by the
National Spiritual Assembly of the Indian subcontinent and Burma, aiming among
other things at the introduction and consolidation of the Faith in the capital
cities of Nepal, Siam, Indo-China, Malaya, Indonesia and Sarawak. 


 


Ties binding International Bahá’í
Community to United Nations reinforced by official participation of Bahá’í
delegates in regional Non-Governmental Conferences in Istanbul, Managua, Den [bookmark: Page_28]Passar, Paris and Lawrence, Kansas. Historic site of House
occupied by Bahá’u’lláh in Istanbul has been partly purchased, and
investigations conducted for the acquisition of similar sites associated with
the exile of the Founder of the Faith in Adrianople. 


 


Northern outposts of the Faith reinforced
by the settlement of pioneers in Edgedes Minde, Greenland, and in Yellowknife,
Canadian North Western Territories. 


 


Last but not least, the internal
ornamentation of the Mother Temple of the West has been terminated, and design
adopted, funds allocated by the Temple Trustees for the landscaping of its
immediate surroundings, constituting the final step for its approaching
Jubilee. Appeal American Bahá’í community standing on threshold of concluding
year of second Seven Year Plan, traversing the last stage of the austerity
period, confronted by the approaching centenary of the darkest, bloodiest
episode in Bahá’í history, associated with the nation-wide holocaust of
Táhirih’s martyrdom, and with Bahá’u’lláh’s imprisonment in the Síyáh-Chál
in Tihrán, to arise and scale still loftier heights of self-sacrifice and
efface the deficit in the National Fund. Address in particular fervent plea to
brace itself to play a preponderating role in the impending world crusade,
which a world community, utilizing the agencies of a divinely-appointed world
administrative order, is preparing to launch, amidst the deepening shadows of a
world crisis for the execution of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s world-encircling plan and the
subsequent unfoldment of a world civilization, and the ultimate attainment of
the supreme objective, the illumination and redemption of a whole world. 


 


Advise share message National Assemblies
East and West. 


 


—Shoghi 


 


[Cablegram, April 23, 1952] [bookmark: Chapter_20]
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Twofold Victory in Holy Land


 


On occasion of Naw-Rúz of Holy Year convey
twin joyful tidings to National Assemblies of the Bahá’í world. Building
operations of the final unit of the Báb’s Sepulcher commenced. Recall at this
hour successive landmarks, each coinciding with a Naw-Rúz Festival in the
history of the sixty year old enterprise founded by the Author of the Bahá’í
Revelation. First, Naw-Rúz, 1909, witnessed the entombment within the Holy of
Holies of the Shrine constructed by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá of the dust of the
Martyr-Prophet of the Faith. Second, Naw-Rúz, 1949, coincided with the laying
of the first threshold stones of the arcade. Third, Naw-Rúz, 1951, synchronized
with the termination of the excavation within the Shrine foundations for the
eight piers designed to support the weight of the three story superstructure.
Fourth, Naw-Rúz, 1952, is associated with the completion of the octagon setting
second crown of the holy Edifice. 


 


The celebrations of Naw-Rúz in this Holy
Year are heightened by the placing of the first stones encircling the base of
the dome. Anticipating, as the climax of the world-wide rejoicings of the Holy
Year draw near, the placing of the gilded tiles, the fourth and last unit of
the majestic Edifice. Fervently hoping that the greatest [bookmark: Page_48]enterprise
undertaken at the World Centre of the Faith will be consummated ere the
conclusion of the festivities of the Holy Year. 


 


International endowments surrounding the
tomb of the Prophet-Herald of the Faith on the bosom of God’s Holy Mountain are
considerably extended through the acquisition, after thirty years’ effort, of a
wooded area of over twenty-three thousand square meters, including a building
overlooking the sacred spot, made possible through the estate bequeathed to the
Faith by the herald of Bahá’u’lláh’s Covenant, Roy Wilhelm, raising the total
area within the precincts permanently dedicated to the Báb’s Sepulcher to
almost a quarter million square meters. 


 


Heart filled with humble gratitude at the
double victory of the Faith, adding great joyousness to the Bahá’í New Year’s
Day, presaging still greater triumphs as the Bahá’í World approaches the high
water mark of the world-wide celebrations of the memorable year commemorating
the hundredth anniversary of the birth of the Mission of Bahá’u’lláh. 


 


—Shoghi 


 


[Cablegram, March 21, 1953] [bookmark: Chapter_27]
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A Divinely-Guided Faith


 


On the eve of this Ridván Festival marking
the opening of the second decade of the second Bahá’í century, and coinciding
with the termination of the first year of the World Spiritual Crusade, I hail
with feelings of joy and wonder the superb feats of the heroic company of the
Knights of the Lord of Hosts in pursuance of their sublime mission for the
spiritual conquest of the planet. The first twelve months of this decade-long
enterprise unexampled in its scope, significance and potentialities in the
world’s spiritual history and launched simultaneously, amidst the climax of the
world-wide festivities of a memorable Holy Year, in the American, the European,
the African, the Asiatic and the Australian continents, have witnessed the
hoisting of the banner of the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh in no less than a hundred
virgin territories of the globe. The total number of the newly opened sovereign
states and dependencies comprising Principalities, Sultanates, Emirates,
Sheikhdoms, Protectorates, Trust Territories and Crown Colonies, scattered over
the face of the earth, represents almost seven-eighths of all the territories,
exclusive of the Soviet Republics and Satellites, destined to be opened in the
course of an entire decade. The northern frontiers of a divinely guided,
rapidly marching, majestically expanding Faith have been pushed, in consequence
of the phenomenal success recently achieved by the vanguard of Bahá’u’lláh’s
crusaders, beyond the Arctic Circle as far as Arctic Bay, Franklin, 73 degrees
latitude. Its southern limits have now reached the Falkland Islands in the
neighborhood of Magallanes, the world’s southernmost city. Other outlying
outposts have been established in places as far apart as Sikkim at the foot of
the Himalayas, the Lofoten Islands in the heart of the European Northland,
Fezzan on the northern fringe of the Sahara Desert, the Andaman Islands and the
Seychelles, the penal colonies in the Indian Ocean, the three Guianas and the
leper [bookmark: Page_61]colonies on the Atlantic Coast, the Faroe and
Shetland Islands, the wind-swept and inhospitable archipelagos of the North
Sea, Hadhramaut on the sun-baked shores of the Arabian Peninsula, St. Helena
isolated in the midst of the South Atlantic Ocean and the Gilbert Islands, the
war-devastated, sparsely populated Atolls situated in the heart of the Pacific
Ocean. 


 


God’s infant Faith, confined during the
first nine years of its existence to its birthland and the adjoining territory
of ‘Iráq, reaching, in the course of the thirty-nine years of Bahá’u’lláh’s
Ministry, to thirteen other lands, enlarged, during ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s twenty-nine
year Ministry, through the opening of twenty additional countries, only
succeeded, after the lapse of three-quarters of a century, in including within
its orbit thirty-five countries within both the Eastern and Western
Hemispheres. 


 


The subsequent quarter of a century,
constituting the first Epoch of the Formative Age of the Bahá’í Dispensation,
witnessed the planting of the banner of the Faith in over forty territories of
the globe, raising the number of countries included within its pale, on the eve
of the Centenary Celebrations of the Declaration of the Báb’s Mission to
seventy-eight. The nine-year interval separating the first from the second
Bahá’í Jubilee was signalized by the spiritual conquest of no less than fifty
countries of the globe, whilst the first year of the Ten Year Plan has been
immortalized by the opening of one hundred countries, swelling the number of
the sovereign states and dependencies enlisted under the standard of the Cause
of God to two hundred and twenty-eight. All territories in North, Central and
South America; all sovereign states and principalities on the continent of
Europe, excluding the Russian Republics and Satellites; all territories on the
Asiatic continent, with the exception of Tibet, of Bhutan and of the Soviet
Republics; all the islands of the Mediterranean; all the islands of the North
Sea, with the exception of Spitzbergen; all African territories with the
exception of Spanish Guinea; all the islands of the North and South Atlantic
Ocean except Anticosti and St. Thomas; all the islands of the Pacific Ocean
except Comoro Islands, Cocos Island, Nicobar Islands, Hainan Island, Portuguese
Timor, Chagos Archipelago, Loyalty Islands, Marshall Islands, Admiralty
Islands, Mariana Islands, are now included within the orbit of an irresistibly
unfolding, rapidly consolidating, world-girdling Administrative Order. 


 


The number of the European, the African,
the Asiatic, and the American-Indian languages, including seven supplementary
languages, [bookmark: Page_62]into which Bahá’í literature has been, and is
being translated, is over forty-two, raising the total number of the
translations undertaken since the inception of the Faith to one hundred and
thirty. 


 


The African Campaign, outshining the
brilliant success of the enterprise launched in Latin America, throwing into
shade the splendor of the victories won in recent years on the European
continent, eclipsing all previous collective pioneer undertakings embarked upon
in the Asiatic and Australian continents, has almost doubled, in the course of
a single year, the number of territories opened since the introduction of the
Faith in that continent over eighty years ago. The total number of converts to
the Faith belonging to the African race has passed the six hundred mark. The
total number of African Bahá’í centres has now been raised to over one hundred
and ninety. The total number of the tribes indigenous to the soil of that
continent represented in the Faith is now over sixty. 


 


A single territory out of the forty-five
territories already opened to the Faith in the African continent, situated in
its very heart and which, a little over two years ago did not possess a single
Bahá’í, now boasts of over five hundred colored converts, who are settled in
over eighty localities, are drawn from thirty tribes, are provided with
thirteen local Assemblies, and anticipate the immediate formation of about ten
additional Assemblies. This same territory has, moreover, distinguished itself
throughout the entire Bahá’í world through the dispatch of nine members of its
mother Assembly for the purpose of pioneering in neighboring centres, as well
as in territories situated on the eastern and western coasts of the African
continent. A number of the newly-won recruits in some of these territories
have, moreover, been instrumental in winning the allegiance of some of the
members of their race, and have, in their turn, succeeded in opening no less
than three neighboring territories in that continent. 


 


Contact has been established with no less
than twenty-two American Indian tribes, raising the total number of tribes
contacted throughout the Western Hemisphere to thirty-four. The first
Greenlandic, the first Pygmy, the first Berber, the first Fijian, Bahá’ís have
been enrolled, swelling the number of races represented in the Bahá’í World
Community to thirty-five. 


 


The opening year of this World Spiritual
Crusade has, moreover, gathered significance through the convocation first of
the Stockholm, and later of the New Delhi Intercontinental Teaching [bookmark: Page_63]Conferences, which, together with the two previous
Conferences held during the first part of the Holy Year in Kampala and
Wilmette, assembled a total of over thirty-four hundred followers of the Faith
from more than eighty countries of both the Eastern and the Western Hemispheres
and representing the principal races of mankind. 


 


Within the confines of the Holy Land, “the
Heart of the world and the Qiblih of all nations,” the erection of the first
base stones of the ornamental crown of the Dome of the Báb’s Sepulcher which
had commenced with Naw-Rúz of the Holy Year, was followed successively by the
laying, during the Ridván period, of the first of the twelve thousand gilded
tiles destined to cover the two-hundred and fifty square meter area of the Dome
and the placing of the stone lantern which marked the consummation of the three
quarters of a million dollar enterprise, and coincided with the closing period
of the Year associated with the hundredth anniversary of the birth of the
Mission of Bahá’u’lláh. The site for the first Mashriqu’l-Adhkár
of the Holy Land has been selected—an area of approximately twenty thousand
square meters—situated at the head of the Mountain of God, in close proximity
to the Spot hallowed by the footsteps of Bahá’u’lláh, near the time-honored
Cave of Elijah, and associated with the revelation of the Tablet of Carmel, the
Charter of the World Spiritual and Administrative Centres of the Faith on that
mountain. Funds totaling one hundred thousand dollars have, moreover, been
contributed by one of the Hands of the Cause, residing in the Holy Land, and
negotiations have been initiated with the Israeli authorities for the purpose
of effecting the immediate purchase of the selected site. Measures have been
undertaken and Bahá’í Continental Funds inaugurated in anticipation of the
forthcoming appointment by the fifteen Hands residing outside the Holy Land of
five Auxiliary Boards, one in each of the continents of the globe, the members
of which will act as deputies of the Hands in their respective continents, and
will aid and advise them in the effective prosecution of the Ten-Year Plan, and
will assist them, at a later period, in the discharge of their dual and sacred
task of safeguarding the Faith and of promoting its teaching activities. The
international Bahá’í endowments, situated in the heart of Mt. Carmel, and in
the plain of Akká, already extending over an area of over three hundred and
fifty thousand square meters, have been enlarged through the acquisition of
properties overlooking the Resting Places of the Most Exalted Leaf and of the
Purest Branch, which, when [bookmark: Page_64]added to the plots situated on
the ridge of Mt. Carmel, on its western extremity and in the close neighborhood
of the Shrine built within its heart—for the acquisition of which negotiations
have been set afoot—will constitute an addition of over thirty thousand square
meters to the vast area of Bahá’í holdings permanently dedicated to the Shrines
of the Founder of the Faith and of its Herald. The embellishment of the
Haram-i-Aqdas, the outer Sanctuary of Bahá’u’lláh’s Sepulcher, already
accomplished in the course of the Holy Year commemorating the centenary of the
birth of His prophetic Mission, has been greatly enhanced through the laying
out, on both its northern and southern sides, of formal gardens, extending over
an area of ten thousand square meters, providing a befitting approach to His
Mansion and considerably widening the area stretching in front of His holy
Sepulcher. The design of the international Bahá’í Archives, the first stately
Edifice destined to usher in the establishment of the World Administrative
Centre of the Faith on Mt. Carmel—the Ark referred to by Bahá’u’lláh in the
closing passages of His Tablet of Carmel—has been completed, and plans and
drawings forwarded to Italy for the purpose of securing bids for its
construction immediately after the conclusion of the necessary preliminary
steps taken in the Holy Land for its forthcoming erection. Israel Branches of
the British, the Persian, the Canadian and the Australian Bahá’í National
Spiritual Assemblies have been legally established, recognized formally as
Religious Societies by the Israeli Civil Authorities, and empowered to hold
without restriction title to immovable property in any part of the country on
behalf of their parent Assemblies. Contact has moreover been established with
the President of Israel, its Prime Minister and five other Cabinet Ministers,
as well as with the President of the Knesset, culminating in the establishment
of a special Bahá’í Department in the Ministry of Religious Affairs, and in an
official statement by the Head of this Ministry to Parliament emphasizing the
international scope of the Faith and the importance of its World Centre—a
series of events that have paved the way for the forthcoming official visit,
during the early days of the Ridván period, of the President of Israel,
himself, to the Báb’s Sepulcher on Mt. Carmel. 


 


The site of the Síyáh-Chál—that
pestilential subterranean Pit, the scene of the birth of Bahá’u’lláh’s
prophetic Mission, and the holiest place in the capital city of His native
land—has been recently purchased, together with the surrounding area, involving
an expenditure of approximately four hundred thousand dollars contributed [bookmark: Page_65]by a Persian follower of the Faith, whilst negotiations have
been initiated for the acquisition of the site of the Báb’s incarceration in
the mountains of Ádhirbayján. Full rights have been accorded to Bahá’í
women residing in the cradle of the Faith, to participate in the membership of
both national and local Bahá’í Spiritual Assemblies, removing thereby the last
remaining obstacle to the enjoyment of complete equality of rights in the
conduct of the administrative affairs of the Persian Bahá’í Community. 


 


Eleven Temple Funds have been inaugurated,
amounting to almost a quarter of a million dollars, for the purchase of land
for future Bahá’í Temples in the Western Hemisphere, in the European, the
African, the Asiatic and the Australian continents, followed by the purchase of
a four-acre plot, commanding an extensive view of the Pacific Ocean and the
greater portion of Greater Sydney area, and by the selection of appropriate
sites outside the Cities of Frankfurt and of Panama City. 


 


The institutions of Bahá’í National
Hazíratu’l-Quds in East and West, already reaching an estimated value of over a
million and a half dollars, have been enhanced through the purchase and formal
opening of the Hazíratu’l-Quds of the Bahá’ís of Paris, destined to evolve into
the national administrative headquarters of the French Bahá’í Community, and
through the inauguration of National Hazíratu’l-Quds Funds in Anchorage,
Alaska, as well as in the capital cities of Italy and of Switzerland. 


 


The initial landscaping of the area
surrounding the Mother Temple of the West, involving an expenditure of over two
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, has been completed and been followed by an
appropriation of two hundred and twenty thousand dollars by the United States
National Spiritual Assembly for the completion of the entire project. The
nature of the first Dependency of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkár of
Wilmette has been finally decided upon by the members of that same Assembly, in
anticipation of its early establishment within the precincts of the Mother
Temple of the West. The Local Spiritual Assemblies of San Diego, Sacramento and
Fresno in California, of Tucson in Arizona, and of Oak Park in Illinois have been
legally incorporated, raising the number of national and local Bahá’í
incorporated Assemblies in the United States of America and in the entire
Bahá’í world to sixty-three and one hundred and twenty, respectively. National
Bahá’í endowments have been established in Anchorage, Alaska. The Bahá’í
Assemblies of Tucson, Arizona and of Sacramento, California have been qualified
[bookmark: Page_66]to conduct legal Bahá’í marriage services. Bahá’í Holy
Days have been recognized in Los Angeles, California and Castro Valley, California;
Niles Township, Michigan; Seattle, Washington; Newton, Massachusetts; Prince
George County, Maryland; Cleveland, Ohio; Kenosha, Wisconsin; Maywood,
Illinois. 


 


The spiritual conquest of one hundred
territories of the globe, the steady rise of the embryonic World Order of the
Faith, and the multiplication and consolidation of its institutions have, in
the course of the opening year of this World Spiritual Crusade, been paralleled
by a no less startling decline in the fortunes of the enemies of the Faith, as
evidenced by the removal, by the Hand of Providence, of its arch-enemy in
Persia who, for thirty years, savagely attacked its Founders and its chief
Promoter, and tirelessly schemed to extinguish its light, dishonor its name and
wreck its institutions, as well as by the death of two others, who, in varying
degrees, demonstrated their ingratitude and infidelity to the Centre of
Bahá’u’lláh’s Covenant. 


 


The opening phase of this gigantic,
divinely propelled, world-encircling Crusade has been triumphantly concluded.
The success crowning the initial stage in its unfoldment has exceeded our
fondest expectations. The most vital and spectacular objective of the Ten Year
Plan has been virtually attained ere the termination of the first year of this
decade-long stupendous enterprise. The second phase, now auspiciously ushered
in, must witness, in all the territories of the planet, whether newly opened or
not, an upsurge of activity which, in its range and intensity, will excel the exploits
which have so greatly enlarged the limits, and noised abroad the fame, of the
Cause of God. 


 


The energetic and systematic prosecution
of the all important teaching work both at home and abroad, designed to
increase rapidly the number of the avowed and active supporters of the Faith;
the preservation, at any cost, of the prizes so laboriously won in the far
flung, the numerous and newly opened territories of the globe; the maintenance,
by every available means, of the status of local Spiritual Assemblies already
established throughout the Bahá’í world; the steady multiplication of isolated
centres, of groups and of local Assemblies in order to hasten the emergence of
no less than forty-eight National Spiritual Assemblies in both the Eastern and
Western Hemispheres; the prompt conclusion of negotiations for the purchase of
sites for future Bahá’í Temples in the American, the European, the Asiatic and
the African continents; the [bookmark: Page_67]initiation of Funds for the
establishment of National Hazíratu’l-Quds in the capital cities of the
Sovereign States and in the chief cities of the Dependencies specifically
mentioned in the Plan; the speedy fulfillment of the task undertaken for the
translation and publication of Bahá’í literature in the languages allocated
under that same Plan, to various National Spiritual Assemblies; the continued
acquisition of Bahá’í Holy Places in Bahá’u’lláh’s native land; the adoption of
preparatory measures for the construction of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkárs
of Tihrán and of Frankfurt; the establishment of the first Dependency of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkár
in Wilmette; the inauguration of National Bahá’í endowments designed to pave
the way for the formation of National Spiritual Assemblies; the lending of a
fresh impetus to the incorporation of local Spiritual Assemblies; the
establishment of Bahá’í Publishing Trusts—these stand out as the essential
objectives of the phase now unfolding before the eyes of the Bahá’í communities
in the five continents of the globe. 


 


I direct my fervent plea to all the
delegates assembled at the twelve annual Bahá’í Conventions to ponder these
objectives in their hearts, to dedicate themselves anew to the tasks now
challenging the spirit and combined resources of the entire body of the
followers of the Faith, to rouse all the communities they represent to assume a
worthy share in the common and gigantic effort that must needs be exerted for
the attainment of the aforementioned goals, ensuring thereby the uninterrupted
progress and the ultimate consummation of the noblest collective enterprise
undertaken by the followers of the Most Great Name for the propagation and the
establishment of His Faith over the entire face of the planet. 


 


—Shoghi 


 


[April, 1954]
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[bookmark: _Toc73205975] 


Glad Tidings


 


On the morrow of the close of the Ridván
period share with National Assemblies of the Bahá’í world additional glad
tidings supplementing the message addressed a fortnight ago to delegates to
national Conventions East and West. 


 


Six acre and five acre plots have been
purchased in Kampala and Panama City as sites of future Temples in the heart of
the African continent and Central America. [bookmark: Page_68]


 


First historic African Spiritual
Assemblies have been formed in Johannesburg, Brazzaville, Victoria, Topremang,
Casablanca, Tangier, Algiers, Tripoli, Bukora. In Uganda alone, eleven
additional Assemblies have been established, over three hundred and eighty
additional converts enrolled, raising the total white and Negro believers to
over six hundred and seventy. The number of localities where Bahá’ís reside on
the Arabian Peninsula is now over fifteen, in Egypt and Sudan over forty, in
the British Isles over fifty, in Australasia over sixty, in the ten European
goal countries over seventy, in Germany and Austria over seventy, in Uganda
over eighty, in Canada over a hundred, in Latin America over a hundred and ten,
in the Indian subcontinent and Burma over a hundred and thirty, in the African
continent over a hundred and ninety, in Persia over six hundred and in the
United States over twelve hundred, swelling the number of Bahá’í centres
scattered over the surface of the globe to well nigh twenty-nine hundred. 


 


Additional National Hazíratu’l-Quds Funds
have been inaugurated in ten countries of Central America. 


 


The number of Bahá’í books and pamphlets
for the blind transcribed into Braille, English, Esperanto, German, Japanese,
now totals over a hundred and ten. 


 


The President of the State of Israel,
accompanied by Mrs. Ben Zvi, visited, as anticipated, the Shrines on Mount
Carmel, following a reception in their honor held in ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s house
marking the first official visit paid by the Head of a sovereign independent
State to the Sepulchers of the Martyr-Prophet of the Faith and the Centre of
Bahá’u’lláh’s Covenant. 


 


The following pioneers have been inscribed
on the Roll of Honor since the fifth periodic announcement: Bruce Matthews,
Howard Gilliland, Labrador; Olivia Kelsey and Florence Ullrich, Monaco; Joan
Powis, South Rhodesia; Sohrab Payman, San Marino; Samuel Njiki, Mehrangiz
Munsiff, French Cameroons; Gail Avery, Baranof Island; Benedict Eballa, Ashanti
Protectorate; Martin Manga, Northern Territories Protectorate; Gayle Woolson,
Galapagòs Islands; Bula Stewart and John Allen and wife, Swaziland; Charles
Duncan, Harry Clark, John Fozdar, Brunei; David Tanyi, French Togoland; Edward
Tabe, Albert Buapiah, British Togoland; Kay Zinky, Magdalen Islands; John and
Margery Kellberg, Dutch West Indies; Robert Powers, Jr., and Cynthia Olson,
Mariana Islands; Habib Esfahani, French West Africa. [bookmark: Page_69]


 


The Roll of Honor, after the lapse of one
year since the launching of the World Crusade, is now closed, with the
exception of pioneers who have already left for their destination, as well as
those first arriving in the few remaining virgin territories inside and outside
Soviet Republics and satellites. 


 


The Concourse on High will continue to
applaud the highly meritorious services rendered by future volunteers arising
to reinforce the historic work so nobly initiated by the Knights of Bahá’u’lláh
in the far-flung, newly opened territories. Posterity will likewise record with
admiration and gratitude the initial victories destined to be won in the course
of the spiritual conquest of the continents and islands of the globe. 


 


—Shoghi 


 


[Cablegram, May 4, 1954] [bookmark: _Toc73205979][bookmark: Chapter_41]
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Achievements
of Second Year of Ten Year Plan


 


On the occasion of the triumphant
conclusion of the second year of the Ten Year Plan, marking the termination of
the first half of the second phase of a decade-long Bahá’í World Spiritual
Crusade, I invite the delegates assembled at the twelve Annual Conventions,
convened simultaneously throughout the Bahá’í world during the Ridván Festival,
to survey with me the multiple evidences of the progressive unfoldment of the
incalculable potentialities with which this world-enveloping, steadily
consolidating enterprise has been endowed by the Author of the Tablets of the
Divine Plan at the very hour of its inception. 


 


In every continent of the globe, throughout
the widely scattered islands of the Mediterranean and the North Sea, of the
Atlantic, the Pacific and Indian Oceans, this mighty Plan, devised for the
systematic execution of the Design conceived by the Centre of Bahá’u’lláh’s
Covenant for the propagation of His Father’s Faith, is forging ahead, gaining
momentum with every passing day, tearing down barriers in all climes and amidst
divers peoples and races, widening irresistibly the scope of its beneficent
operations, and revealing ever more compelling signs of its inherent strength
as it marches towards the spiritual conquest of the entire planet. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73205980]TWO HUNDRED THIRTY-SIX TERRITORIES NOW OPENED TO THE
FAITH


 


The number of the virgin territories of
the globe opened to the Faith has, since the inauguration, and in direct
consequence of the vigorous prosecution, of this stupendous undertaking, been
raised to one hundred and eight, swelling the number of the sovereign states
and chief dependencies included within the pale of the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh to
two hundred and thirty-six, above two hundred of which have been enlisted under
His banner since the ascension of the Centre of His Covenant. 


 


All the territories within the confines of
the American, the European, [bookmark: Page_77]the Asiatic and the African
continents, assigned to ten Bahá’í National Assemblies, have, with the
exception of Soviet-controlled territories, been opened. Of the seventy-two
islands allocated to eleven Bahá’í National Assemblies no less than sixty-four have
opened their doors to the vanguard of Bahá’í Crusaders, leaving Spitzbergen and
Anticosti Island, situated respectively in the North Sea and the North Atlantic
Ocean, Nicobar Islands, Cocos Island and Chagos Archipelago in the Indian
Ocean, and Loyalty Islands, Sakhalin Island and Hainan Island in the Pacific
Ocean—one of which is a native reserve, two of which are within the Soviet
orbit, while four others are either privately owned or controlled by private
companies—as yet unopened by the heroic band battling for the Faith of
Bahá’u’lláh. 


 


The northern limits of the Faith in Europe
have been pushed beyond the Arctic Circle as far as 70 degrees latitude,
through the settlement of a Bahá’í pioneer in Reals Kolen, Batsfjord, Finnmark,
only three degrees below Arctic Bay, Franklin, the northernmost Bahá’í Centre
established, in the course of the opening year of the Ten-Year Plan, in the
North American Continent. Valiant pioneers have, moreover, volunteered and are
busily engaged in devising plans, or have actually embarked on the necessary
preparations, to cross the mountain frontiers of Tibet, to enter the Ukraine,
beyond the Iron Curtain, to gain admission to the few remaining, hitherto
inaccessible islands of the Indian and Pacific Oceans, and to penetrate deep
into the Arctic Ocean as far as the icebound island of Spitzbergen. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73205981]NUMBER OF RACES, LANGUAGES, INCORPORATED ASSEMBLIES
AUGMENTED


 


No less than forty races are now
represented in the world-wide Bahá’í Community, which has been recently
enriched through the enrollment of representatives of the Greek, the Berber,
the Pigmy, the Somali and Guanche races. The number of localities where Bahá’ís
now reside is well over thirty-two hundred, of which fourteen hundred are
located in the Great Republic of the West, over six hundred in the Cradle of
the Faith, more than three hundred in the African Continent, and over one
hundred each in the Dominion of Canada, in Australasia, Latin America and in
the Indian Sub-Continent. In the African Continent alone the number of members
of the Negro race has, within the space of four years, increased to over
thirteen hundred; the number of territories opened to the [bookmark: Page_78]Faith
has reached fifty-eight, the number of local Spiritual Assemblies already
established and functioning is now fifty, the number of tribes represented
within the swiftly expanding Bahá’í Community is now over ninety, whilst the
number of African languages into which Bahá’í literature has been and is being
translated exceeds fifty. 


 


The total number of the European, the
African, the Asiatic and American-Indian languages into which Bahá’í literature
has been and is being translated is one hundred and sixty-seven, of which
fifty-five are among those included in the provisions of the Ten-Year Plan, and
twenty-four are supplementary languages into which the translation of Bahá’í
literature has been spontaneously undertaken by the indefatigable band of
pioneers and new converts in Africa, in South East Asia, in the South Pacific
Islands and in the Antipodes. 


 


The number of incorporated Bahá’í national
and local Spiritual Assemblies has now reached one hundred and forty,
seventy-five of which are located in the United States of America, the latest
additions to this steadily mounting list in other continents being the
Assemblies of London and Manchester in the British Isles; of Ciudad Trujillo in
the Dominican Republic; of Kuching in Sarawak; of Jakarta in Indonesia; of
Helsinki in Finland and of San Juan in Puerto Rico. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73205982]ACTIVITIES AT THE WORLD CENTRE


 


In the Holy Land, the Centre and Pivot
around which the institutions of a world-encompassing Administrative Order
revolve, steps have been taken for the preparation of a Synopsis, and for the
Codification of the Laws, of the Most Holy Book, the Kitáb-i-Aqdas, the Mother-Book
of the Bahá’í Revelation, as an essential prelude to the eventual translation
and publication of its entire text. 


 


A Fund has been inaugurated in
anticipation of the adoption of preliminary measures for the ultimate
construction of Bahá’u’lláh’s Sepulcher in the heart of the Haram-i-Aqdas
recently established in the plain of Akká. 


 


The international Bahá’í endowments on Mt.
Carmel have been greatly enhanced by the signature of a contract with the
Israeli Authorities for the acquisition of an area of thirty-six thousand
square meters, situated on the promontory of Mt. Carmel, overlooking the Cave
of Elijah, as well as the spot sanctified by the footsteps of Bahá’u’lláh and
associated with the revelation of the [bookmark: Page_79]Tablet of Carmel,
for the price of one hundred and eight thousand dollars, to serve as the site
for the first Mashriqu’l-Adhkár of the Holy Land, the entire sum
having been donated by Amelia Collins, Hand of the Cause and outstanding
benefactress of the Faith. 


 


The vast area surrounding the Báb’s
Sepulcher has been enlarged through the purchase from the Development Authority
of the State of Israel, of five houses, adjoining the last terrace of His
Shrine for a sum of approximately sixty thousand dollars, as well as through
the acquisition of a six thousand dollar plot that has been registered in the
name of the Israeli Branch of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of
the British Isles; of a house, valued at ten thousand dollars, that has been
registered in the name of the Israeli Branch of the National Spiritual Assembly
of the Bahá’ís of Canada; of a twenty-eight thousand dollar plot, to be
registered in the name of the Israeli Branch of the National Spiritual Assembly
of the Bahá’ís of Persia; and of a five thousand dollar plot to be registered
in the name of the Israeli Branch of the National Spiritual Assembly of the
Bahá’ís of Australia and New Zealand. Moreover, steps are now being taken for
the purchase of several properties, valued at approximately one hundred and
forty thousand dollars, the acquisition of which is essential for the
safeguarding of the area in the close vicinity of the Báb’s Sepulcher, as well
as for the future extension of the arc around which the edifices, destined to
serve as the seat of the future Bahá’í World Commonwealth, are to be erected. 


 


Following the expropriation by the Israeli
Finance Minister, on the recommendation of the Mayor of the City of Haifa, of
the plot adjoining the site of the future International Bahá’í Archives on Mt.
Carmel, the fixing of the position of the far-flung arc, around which the
edifices constituting the Seat of the World Bahá’í Administrative Order are to
be built, the location of the site of the building and the preparations for the
excavation of its foundations, an hundred and twelve thousand dollar contract
has been signed in Rome for the quarrying, the dressing and carving of the
stones and the fifty-two columns of the building which will amount in weight to
over nine hundred tons and are to be shipped within less than two years to the
Holy Land. 


 


The landscaping of the extensive area
stretching between the Báb’s Sepulcher and the resting-places of the Greatest
Holy Leaf, the Purest Branch and their mother, and destined to encircle this
Edifice, has been undertaken, adding greatly to the beauty of the [bookmark: Page_80]surroundings of these consecrated Spots in the heart of
God’s Holy Mountain. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73205983]ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE CRADLE OF THE FAITH


 


In the Cradle of the Faith, the site of
the Síyáh-Chál, the scene of the birth of Bahá’u’lláh’s Mission and the
second holiest spot in His native land, purchased in the course of the first
year of the Ten-Year Plan, has been transferred by the donor of this holy and
historic place, Habíb Sábet, to the name of one of the Hands of the Cause
acting as my official representative in that country. 


 


A five-year Plan has been inaugurated for
the purpose of raising twelve million túmans for the construction of the first
Mashriqu’l-Adhkár in that land. The design of this historic
Edifice has been finally selected from among a number of designs submitted by
Bahá’í Architects in both the East and the West, the choice falling upon the
plan conceived by the Hand of the Cause and President of the International
Bahá’í Council, Mason Remey—a design which incorporates a dome reminiscent of
that of the Báb’s Holy Sepulcher. 


 


A contract has moreover been signed as a
preliminary step for the eventual purchase of the Fortress of Chihríq
and its surroundings, for a sum of over two hundred thousand túmans. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73205984]GOALS ATTAINED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA


 


In the United States of America a plot has
been acquired in the precincts of the Mother Temple of the West to serve as the
site for the construction of a Home for the Aged, and which will constitute the
first of the Dependencies to be erected around that holiest Bahá’í House of
Worship. Measures have been adopted, and the design authorized, for the
completion of the landscaping of the area surrounding that same building. The
National Bahá’í Publishing Committee has been converted into a Bahá’í
Publishing Trust, functioning under the jurisdiction of the American National
Spiritual Assembly. The total number of American Indian tribes with which
contact has been established has now reached twenty-two, whilst members of the
Apache, the Cherokee, the Omaha, the Oneida, and the Sioux tribes have been
enrolled in the American Bahá’í Community. The number of territories, federal
districts and states of the United States of America where official
authorization for the conduct of Bahá’í marriages has been granted is now
twenty-one, whilst the number of localities in that same country [bookmark: Page_81]where the Bahá’í Holy Days are officially recognized is over
twenty-five. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73205985]PROPERTIES ACQUIRED AROUND THE WORLD


 


Land for no less than eight of eleven
Temple sites to be acquired according to the provisions of the Ten-Year Plan,
and involving an expenditure of eighty thousand dollars has been purchased in
the following places: in the holy city of Baghdád, on the banks of the
Tigris, blessed by the footsteps of Bahá’u’lláh, of an area of thirty thousand
square meters; on the banks of the Nile in Cairo, the centre of both the Arab
and Islamic worlds, of an area of seventeen thousand square meters; in
Frankfurt, the heart of the European continent, of an area of seventeen
thousand square meters; in New Delhi, the capital of India, of an area of
sixty-six thousand square meters; in Sydney, the oldest Bahá’í centre in the
Australian continent, of an area of eleven thousand square meters; in Kampala,
in the heart of the African continent, of an area of twenty-four thousand
square meters; in Johannesburg, the second largest city in the African
continent, of an area of six thousand square meters; and in Panama City, the
importance of which has been underlined by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in the Tablets of the
Divine Plan, of an area of twenty thousand square meters. 


 


No less than fourteen national
Hazíratu’l-Quds, out of the forty-nine listed in the provisions of the Ten-Year
Plan and which are to serve as seats of future Bahá’í National Spiritual
Assemblies, have already been purchased, largely through the liberal
contributions of the Hand of the Cause, Amelia Collins. These buildings, involving
the expenditure of over two hundred thousand dollars, are situated in five
continents of the globe; in London, Bern and Vienna in the European continent;
in Anchorage, Lima and Panama City in the American continent; in Tokyo,
Istanbul, Kábul, Bahrayn and Suva in the Asiatic continent; in Johannesburg and
Tunis in the African continent; and in Auckland in the Antipodes. Negotiations
for the purchase of three additional Hazíratu’l-Quds, in the cities of Rome,
Jakarta and Colombo are moreover under way, while funds, totalling one hundred
and thirty thousand dollars have been pledged for the purchase, in the
immediate future, of twenty-seven other Hazíratu’l-Quds in Latin America and
the European continent. 


 


Furthermore, the sum of fifty thousand
dollars has been contributed by the Hand of the Cause, Amelia Collins, as yet
another [bookmark: Page_82]evidence of her munificence, for the purpose of
establishing Bahá’í national endowments in no less than fifty countries,
situated in all five continents of the globe. A plot has, moreover, been
purchased in South Africa, a property offered in the Aleutian Islands and a
fund initiated for the same purpose in Alaska and Finland. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73205986]SIXTEEN NEW NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES BY RIDVÁN, 1957


 


Such marvelous progress, involving such
diversified activities, extending over so immense a field, within such a brief
space of time, and notwithstanding the smallness of the numbers of the
participants in this Global Crusade, the meagerness of their resources and the
restrictions imposed upon them by those who are either unsympathetic to their
Cause, or alarmed by their rising influence, or envious of the pervasive power
of the Faith they champion, impels me to announce, in anticipation of the
opening of the third phase of the Ten-Year Plan, the formation, during Ridván,
1957, in addition to the three Regional National Spiritual Assemblies to be
elected in 1956 in the African continent, of thirteen National Spiritual
Assemblies, some of which will be regional, others independent, some interim
and others permanent. 


 


These National Spiritual Assemblies,
representing no less than forty-two territories will be established in four
continents of the globe. Four will be in Asia: in Japan, in Pakistan, in the
Arabian Peninsula and in South-East Asia. Three will be in Europe: in
Scandinavia and Finland, in the Benelux countries and in the Iberian Peninsula.
Five will be in America: the first, combining within its jurisdiction the
Republics of Argentina, Chile, Uruguay, Paraguay and Bolivia; the second,
comprising the Republics of Brazil, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador and Venezuela; the
third including Mexico and the Republics of Central America, Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama; the fourth embracing the
Islands of the Greater Antilles, Haiti, Cuba and the Dominican Republic, and
the fifth in Alaska. And lastly, one will be in the Antipodes, in the Dominion
of New Zealand. 


 


Responsibility for the convocation of the
eight Bahá’í Conventions, whose delegates are to elect eight National Spiritual
Assemblies in North, Central and South America and in Europe, and which are to
be held in Anchorage, in Panama City, in Port-au-Prince, in Buenos Aires, in
Lima, in Stockholm, in Brussels and in Madrid, will devolve upon the National
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the United States of America; for the
convocation of [bookmark: Page_83]the four conventions whose delegates are
to elect four National Spiritual Assemblies in Asia, and which are to be held
in Tokyo, in Karachi, in Bahrayn and in Jakarta, upon the National Spiritual
Assemblies of the Bahá’ís of the United States of America, of Persia, and of
India, Pakistan and Burma; and for the convocation of the convention whose
delegates are to elect the National Spiritual Assembly of New Zealand, which is
to be held in Auckland, upon the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of
Australia and New Zealand. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73205987]HANDS OF THE CAUSE TO ATTEND HISTORIC CONVENTIONS


 


I call upon the following Hands of the
Cause to act as my representatives at these thirteen historic conventions, that
are to pave the way for the erection, in four continents of the globe, of the
pillars destined to support, in varying measure, the Universal House of
Justice, the final unit in the construction of the edifice of the
Administrative Order of the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh: Valíyu’lláh Varqá and Horace
Holley at the South American Conventions to be held in Buenos Aires and Lima
respectively; Corinne True at the Greater Antilles Convention to be held in Port-au-Prince;
Dhikru’lláh Khádem at the Central American Convention to be held
in Panama City; Paul Haney at the Alaska Convention, to be held in Anchorage;
Hermann Grossmann and Adelbert Mühlschlegel at the Scandinavian-Finnish
Convention to be held in Stockholm; George Townshend at the Benelux Convention
to be held in Brussels; Ugo Giachery at the Iberian Convention to be held in
Madrid; Tarazu’lláh Samandarí at the Arabian Convention to be held in Bahrayn;
‘Alí-Akbar Furútan at the Southeast Asian Convention, to be held in Jakarta; Shu‘á’u’lláh
‘Alá’í at the Pákistání Convention to be held in Karachi; Jalál Kházeh
at the Japanese Convention to be held in Tokyo; Clara Dunn at the New Zealand
Convention to be held in Auckland. 


 


I urge, moreover, as many members as
feasible of the Auxiliary Boards appointed by the aforementioned Hands of the
Cause, in the American, the European, the Asiatic and the Australian
continents, to attend these momentous gatherings, at which the representatives
of as many as forty-two Bahá’í Communities will assemble, and, through their
active participation, reinforce and widen the scope of the deliberations of the
elected delegates. 


 


Furthermore, I cannot too strongly
emphasize the vital necessity for all the Bahá’í groups, scattered throughout
these forty-two [bookmark: Page_84]countries, to brace themselves, and make
a supreme effort, during these intervening two years, to achieve assembly
status, ensuring thereby their participation in the election of the delegates
to these fate-laden conventions, and contributing, through this act, to the
broadening and strengthening of the foundations of these projected pivotal
institutions, destined to play so prominent and vital a part in ushering in the
last phase in the gradual establishment of the structure of an Administrative
Order that must needs slowly evolve into the World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, and
which in turn will give birth, in the fullness of time, to a world spiritual
civilization, which posterity will hail as the fairest fruit of His Revelation.



 


[bookmark: _Toc73205988]GUARDIAN’S APPEAL TO UPHOLDERS OF THE FAITH


 


Finally, I direct my appeal, through the
assembled delegates, to the entire body of the believers whom they represent,
and indeed, on this occasion, to all the upholders of the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh
wherever they reside in all the continents of the globe, to arise, at so
auspicious an hour in the fortunes of the Faith, synchronizing with so fateful
and perilous an hour in the fortunes of mankind, and consecrate themselves
afresh, throughout this last, fast-fleeting year of the present phase of this
momentous, world-girdling Plan, to the furtherance of the immediate objectives
enumerated in my last year’s Convention Message, ensuring thereby a befitting
conclusion to a stage in its resistless unfoldment destined to usher in its
third and most brilliant phase—a phase on which the triumphant consummation of
the Plan itself must so largely depend. 


 


It is indeed my fervent and constant
prayer that the members of this firmly-knit, intensely alive, world-embracing
Community, spurred on by the triple impulse generated through the revelation of
the Tablet of Carmel by Bahá’u’lláh and the Will and Testament as well as the
Tablets of the Divine Plan bequeathed by the Centre of His Covenant—the three
Charters which have set in motion three distinct processes, the first operating
in the Holy Land for the development of the institutions of the Faith at its
World Centre and the other two, throughout the rest of the Bahá’í world, for
its propagation and the establishment of its Administrative Order—may advance
from strength to strength and victory to victory. May they hasten, by their
present exertions, the advent of that blissful consummation when the shackles
hampering the growth of their beloved Faith will have been finally burst
asunder, when its independent status will have been officially and universally
recognized, [bookmark: Page_85]when it will have ascended the throne and
wielded the scepter of spiritual and temporal authority, when the brightness of
its glory will have illuminated the whole earth, and its dominion will have
been established over the entire planet. 


 


—Shoghi 


 


[April, 1955] [bookmark: Chapter_54]


 




[bookmark: _Toc295929106]30 APRIL 1955





[bookmark: _Toc73205989] 


 


Achievements—Supplementary
Report


 


Share National Assemblies following
announcement supplementing message recently addressed to delegates of the
Bahá’í Conventions. 


 


Annual elections of the second year,
second decade, of the second Bahá’í century, were signalized by the formation
of the first historic local Assemblies in communities as diversified and far
apart as Mecca, Qiblih of Islamic world, Muscat and Riaz, situated on the shore
and in the heart of the Arabian Peninsula; in the Bahamas, British West Indies;
in Diu Island, Kuala Lumpur, Malacca, Sargodha, Saigon, in Southeast Asia;
Monte Carlo, Basel, Mongat, Orleans, Marseilles, Bergen, Cologne, in Europe; in
Reunion Island, Zanzibar, Seychelles, Madagascar, in the Indian Ocean; in the
holy cities of Kazímayn and Najaf, strongholds of Shí’ih orthodoxy in ‘Iráq,
in addition to the group already established in Karbilá; Teneriffe and Las
Palmas, in the Atlantic Ocean. 


 


Africa alone boasts the establishment of
above seventy new Assemblies, raising the total number established since the
launching of the systematic simultaneous teaching campaigns on the African
continent four years ago to well above one hundred. Uganda in particular
achieved the unique, memorable feat of the formation of seventeen new
Assemblies, swelling number of Assemblies to forty-one, localities to over
hundred, total believers to almost nine hundred. 


 


The sacred dust of the Báb’s infant son,
extolled in the Qayyúmu’l-Asmá was respectfully and ceremoniously transferred
on the anniversary of his Father’s martyrdom, in the presence of pilgrims and
resident believers to the Bahá’í cemetery in Shíráz, the prelude to the
translation to the same spot of the remains of the Báb’s beloved and
long-suffering consort. 


 


Five additional incorporations of local
Assemblies, including Suva, Fiji. [bookmark: Page_86]


 


A pioneer has embarked for Loyalty Island,
the last remaining unopened island in the Pacific Ocean outside the Soviet
orbit. 


 


Negotiations for the purchase of national
Hazírás in Colombo and Jakarta are nearing completion. 


 


Preliminary steps have been undertaken for
the establishment of a Bahá’í Publishing Trust in Tihrán. 


 


The design for the Mother Temple in the
cradle of the Faith was unveiled in the presence of pilgrims and resident
believers assembled within the Haram-i-Aqdas on the first day of Ridván. 


 


—Shoghi 


 


[Cablegram, April 30, 1955] [bookmark: Chapter_55]
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[bookmark: _Toc73205996] 


 


SO
SIGNIFICANT A VICTORY


 


The triumphant termination of the second
phase of the decade-long global Spiritual Crusade on which the followers of the
Faith of Bahá’u’lláh have so auspiciously embarked impels me to share with the
delegates assembled at the Annual Bahá’í Conventions convened in all the
continents of the globe the feelings of joy, of pride and of thankfulness which
so significant a victory has evoked in my heart. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73205997]A REMARKABLE VICTORY


 


The year that has just ended—a year which
posterity cannot fail to regard as one of the most eventful and challenging in
the annals of the Formative Age of the Bahá’í Dispensation—has been
overshadowed, in the course of its opening months, by a sudden and highly
menacing crisis in the fortunes of this Faith, a crisis which, though as yet
not fully resolved, has already led to a remarkable victory over the combined
forces of its traditional adversaries in the land of its birth, who, for more
than a century, have plotted assiduously to disrupt its foundations, tarnish
its glory and extinguish its light. A long-abused, down-trodden, sorely tried
community, constituting the overwhelming majority of Bahá’u’lláh’s followers,
subjected recently to the strain and stress of a violent recrudescence of
persecution, which was marked throughout by intense vilification, intimidation,
spoliation, expulsion, arson, rape, and murder, has emerged triumphant from yet
another gruelling experience—a testing period of exceptional severity—its unity
unbroken, its confidence reinforced, its prestige considerably enhanced, its
fame noised abroad to an unprecedented degree, its administrative agencies
unshaken, its endowments unimpaired, and the grim, boastful and reiterated
threats of its sworn enemies to outlaw it through formal legislative action,
confiscate its property, demolish [bookmark: Page_92]its edifices, imprison
and deport its members, and extirpate it, root and branch, in the native land
of its Founder unenforced. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73205998]PROGRESSIVE UNFOLDMENT OF THE TEN-YEAR CRUSADE


 


Simultaneous with this marvelous,
awe-inspiring interposition of Providence, at this critical stage in the
mysterious evolution and the resistless progress of God’s infant Faith in the
land of its birth, towards the two shining goals of complete emancipation from
the shackles of religious orthodoxy and of state recognition, an equally
significant development can be noted, during the last twelve-month, in the
progressive unfoldment, beyond the confines of this storm-tossed land, and
stretching to the farthest corners of the earth, of the Ten-Year Plan, now
entering upon the third, and what promises to be the most brilliant, phase in
its execution. 


 


This world-encompassing enterprise,
embarked upon, three years ago, on the occasion of the world-wide celebrations
commemorating the centenary of the birth of the Mission of the Founder of our
Faith, has, in all phases of its operation, throughout five continents, as well
as the islands of the seas, gathered swift momentum, and is demonstrating, in
both its territorial and institutional aspects, a vitality, and has registered
successes, that have far exceeded the expectations of even the most sanguine
among its promoters. 


 


The number of localities into which the
light of this unconquerable Faith, now radiating the splendor of its glory over
the face of the planet, has penetrated, has swelled to well nigh thirty-seven
hundred, marking an increase of almost five hundred in the course of a single
year. The number of Sovereign States and Chief Dependencies included within its
pale, which multiplied with such amazing swiftness during the opening year of
this World-Crusade, has now risen to two hundred and forty-seven through the
arrival of the Knights of Bahá’u’lláh Udai Narain Singh, Frank Wyss and Daniel
Haumont, in Tibet, in Cocos Island and Loyalty Islands, respectively, as well
as through the opening of Laos and Cambodia and of the Islands of Pemba,
Fernando Po, Trinidad and Corisco—territories not included in the provisions of
the Ten-Year Plan,—and as a result of information recently received indicating
the presence of a few believers in the Soviet Republics of Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan. The number of local Spiritual Assemblies now functioning throughout
the length and breadth of the Bahá’í World exceeds nine hundred. Every single
country listed in [bookmark: Page_93]the Plan within the confines of every
continent of the globe, with the exception of those within the Soviet Orbit,
are now opened to the Faith. All islands figuring in that Plan, over seventy in
number, situated in the Pacific, the Atlantic, and the Indian Oceans, in the
Mediterranean and the North Sea, have, likewise been opened except Nicobar
Islands, Chagos Archipelago, Hainan Island, Sakhalin Island, Spitzbergen and
Anticosti Island. The number of the islands of the globe to which the Message
of Bahá’u’lláh has been carried since its inception now totals ninety-eight. In
the Pacific Ocean alone the number of opened territories is now over forty,
while the number of localities where Bahá’ís reside exceeds one hundred and
seventy. The number of languages into which Bahá’í literature has been and is
being translated has now reached one hundred and ninety, no less than
thirty-four of which are to be regarded as supplementary to those included in
the provisions of the Plan. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73205999]FAST-AWAKENING CONTINENT OF AFRICA


 


In the Continent of Africa and in its
neighboring islands, in both the Atlantic and the Indian Oceans, the number of
the avowed supporters of the Faith has passed the three thousand mark; over two
thousand five hundred of whom belong to the Negro race. The number of
territories opened to the Faith in that fast-awakening continent and its
neighboring islands has risen to fifty-eight, while the number of localities where
Bahá’ís reside is over four hundred. The number of tribes represented in the
Bahá’í Community is now over one hundred and forty, the number of local
Assemblies already established is over one hundred and twenty, and the number
of languages into which Bahá’í literature has been and is being translated
exceeds fifty. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206000]FORTY-THREE NATIONAL HAZÍRATU’L-QUDS


 


The number of incorporated Assemblies,
both local and national, in various continents of the globe, has been raised to
one hundred and sixty-eight, the latest additions being the Italo-Swiss
National Spiritual Assembly and the Local Spiritual Assemblies of Brussels,
Tokyo, Liverpool, Hamilton, Winnipeg, Quincy, Basel, Zürich, Geneva,
Heidelberg, Buenos Aires, Saigon, Suva, Malacca and Addis Ababa. The number of
National Hazíratu’l-Quds, the precursors of Bahá’í National Spiritual
Assemblies, acquired in the capitals and leading cities of North, Central and
South America, of the goal countries of Europe, of Africa, Asia and
Australasia, and [bookmark: Page_94]of several islands of the globe, has
reached forty-three, involving the expenditure of over half a million dollars,
amply compensating for the seizure and occupation of the National
Administrative Headquarters of the Faith and the demolition of its dome by the
military authorities in the Persian capital. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206001]TEMPLE SITES AND ENDOWMENTS


 


Land for ten Temple sites has moreover
been acquired at a cost of no less than one hundred thousand dollars, while
negotiations are well advanced for the acquisition of the one remaining Temple
site to be purchased in the Swedish capital. In no less than thirty of the
fifty-one countries listed in the Ten-Year Plan, National Bahá’í endowments
estimated as having a value of one hundred thousand dollars have been acquired,
outstanding among them being the Maxwell Home honored by the presence of
‘Abdu’l-Bahá while in Montreal, which has been transferred by the Hand of the
Cause Amatu’l-Bahá to the Canadian National Spiritual Assembly. Efforts are
moreover being strenuously exerted for the establishment of similar endowments
in the twenty-one remaining countries. Following the completion and adoption of
the design for the first Mashriqu’l-Adhkár in the cradle of the
Faith, steps have been taken for the preparation of no less than three additional
designs, one for the Temple scheduled to be erected in the heart of the
European Continent, another for the one to be erected in the near future in the
African Continent, and the third for the one contemplated for Australasia,
paving the way thereby in each of the remaining continents of the globe for the
erection of a House to be consecrated to the worship of the one true God, and
to the glory and honor of His Messenger for this Day. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206002]DEVELOPMENT OF BAHÁ’Í WORLD CENTRE


 


In the Holy Land, the centre and pivot
round which the divinely appointed, fast multiplying institutions of a
world-encircling, resistlessly marching Faith revolve, the double process, so
noticeable in recent years, involving a rapid decline in the fortunes of the
breakers of Bahá’u’lláh’s Covenant and proclaiming the rise of the institutions
of its World Administrative Centre, in the shadow of His Shrine, has been
accelerated on the one hand, through the death, in miserable circumstances, of
the treacherous and malignant Majdi’d-Dín, the last survivor of the principal
instigators of the rebellion against the Will of the Founder of our [bookmark: Page_95]Faith, and, on the other, through the laying of the
foundation, and the erection of some of the pillars, of the facade and of the
northern side of the International Bahá’í Archives—the first of the major
edifices destined to constitute the seat of the World Bahá’í Administrative
Centre to be established on Mt. Carmel. No less than thirty of the fifty-two
pillars, each over seven meters high, of this imposing and strikingly beautiful
edifice have already been raised, whilst half of the nine hundred tons of stone
ordered in Italy for its construction have already been safely delivered at the
Port of Haifa. A contract, moreover, for over fifteen thousand dollars has been
placed with a tile factory in Utrecht for the manufacture of over seven
thousand green tiles designed to cover the five hundred square meters of the
roof of the building. 


 


Coincident with these building operations
an extensive plot, adjoining the resting-place of the Greatest Holy Leaf has,
after protracted and difficult negotiations, been purchased for the sum of one
hundred thousand dollars, for the purpose of extending and safeguarding, on the
one hand, the area of the international Bahá’í endowments on Mt. Carmel, and of
providing, on the other, the much needed space for the extension and completion
of the far-flung arc around which the edifices of the World Bahá’í
Administrative Order are to be built. The recently acquired area surrounding
the holiest Shrine in the Bahá’í World and its appointed Qiblih in the plain of
Akká has been further extended through the purchase from the Development
Authority of the State of Israel of a dilapidated house, situated south of the
Mansion and blessed by the presence of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá and in which He was wont to
receive His friends, amongst them the first party of western Bahá’í pilgrims to
arrive in the Holy Land after the passing of Bahá’u’lláh. To these latest
acquisitions must be added the purchase of another plot situated in the
neighborhood of the Báb’s Sepulcher and adjoining the area surrounding the
future seat of the World Bahá’í Administrative Order, raising thereby the total
area of the international Bahá’í endowments in the Holy Land to over four
hundred thousand square meters. Furthermore, the necessary formalities have
been completed in connection with the purchase of the site of the future Mashriqu’l-Adhkár
on Mt. Carmel, while the transfer of the title deeds of recently acquired plots
to the name of the Israel branches of the United States, the British, the
Persian, the Canadian and Australian Bahá’í National Spiritual Assemblies is
being expeditiously carried out. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206003]EVENTS IN THE UNITED STATES


 


[bookmark: Page_96]In
the United States of America, the home of the champion-builders of a
fast-evolving Order, an official invitation was extended to the Bahá’í
Community by the San Francisco Council of Churches to send representatives to
attend a Service of Prayer for Peace and Divine Guidance to the United Nations,
an invitation to which the Community warmly responded. At this inter-religious
gathering, held in the Cow Palace in San Francisco, the birthplace of the
Charter of the United Nations, which united nearly sixteen thousand people in
worship and silent prayers, and at which government leaders, among them the
United States Secretary of State, were present, the voice of the Bahá’í
representative was the first to be raised, reciting a prayer revealed by
Bahá’u’lláh, after whom a prayer was read by each of the representatives of the
Christian, the Muslim, the Jewish, the Hindu, and the Buddhist Faiths, all of
whom were similarly invited to participate in that immense and historic
gathering. A prayer revealed by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá for America was presented by the
elected national representatives of the United States Bahá’í Community to
President Eisenhower, who acknowledged its receipt in warm terms and above his
own signature.


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206004]OTHER VICTORIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS


 


Nor should mention be omitted in this
brief survey of Bahá’í victories and achievements in the course of the closing
year of the second phase of the Ten-Year Plan of the establishment of a Bahá’í
Publishing Trust in India; of the establishment of over thirty new centres and
fifteen Assemblies in India, Pákistán and Burma; of the purchase of some of the
holy sites blessed by the footsteps of Bahá’u’lláh in Adrianople, the Land of
Mystery and the scene of the proclamation of His Message; of the holding of the
first Bahá’í Summer School in Central Africa, in Kobuka, Uganda, attended by
about one hundred African and white believers and representatives of no less
than twenty-eight Bahá’í local Assemblies; of the convocation of the first
historic All-France Teaching Conference, the first fruit of the combined labors
of the believers of about thirty centres already established throughout the
length and breadth of that country; of the setting apart of a plot to serve as
a burial-ground for the members of the Bahá’í community in Tripoli, Libya and
in the capital of Tanganyika; of the purchase of land for the establishment of
a Bahá’í Summer School in ‘Iráq; of the extension [bookmark: Page_97]to the
Bahá’í women in Egypt of the right to be elected to the Egyptian Bahá’í
National Spiritual Assembly as well as to participate as delegates in the
National Bahá’í Convention; of the purchase, in an island near Muara Siberut,
Mentawei Islands, of a plot supplementing the Bahá’í endowment established in
Jakarta, the Indonesian capital; of the pushing of the northern outpost of the
Faith in Alaska to Point Barrow beyond the Arctic Circle; of the initiation of
auxiliary plans for the promotion of the Faith in the Seychelles Islands and in
the Sudan; and of the arrival of a pioneer in Praslin Island forming a part of
the Seychelles group. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206005]APPEAL TO UNITED NATIONS


 


Nor can I in this survey allow to pass
unnoticed the energetic and commendable efforts exerted by Bahá’í communities
the world over for the support, protection and relief of the persecuted members
of the Persian Bahá’í Community subjected to one of the severest ordeals
experienced in recent years by the steadfast followers of the Faith in the land
of its birth. Following this barbarous recrudescence of religious persecution
and the transmission of over one thousand messages by Bahá’í communities, some
in writing and others telegraphically, to His Majesty the Sháh, the
Government, the Majlis and the Senate, and reinforcing the wide publicity given
in the world’s leading newspapers and the numerous protests voiced by scholars,
statesmen, government envoys and people of eminence such as Pandit Nehru,
Eleanor Roosevelt, Professor Gilbert Murray and Professor A. Toynbee, a written
communication accompanied by a memorandum listing the atrocities perpetrated
throughout the Persian provinces, was submitted in Geneva to the Secretary
General of the United Nations, who appointed a commission of United Nations
officers, headed by the High Commissioner for Refugees, instructing its members
to contact the Persian Foreign Minister and urge him to obtain from his
government in Tihrán a formal assurance that the rights of the Bahá’í minority
in that land would be protected. Copies of this communication addressed to the
United Nations were delivered to the representatives of the member nations of
the Social and Economic Council, to the Director of the Human Rights Division,
and to certain specialized agencies of non-governmental organizations with
consultative status. Furthermore, the American President was appealed to by the
national representatives of the American Bahá’í Communities as well as by all
local Assemblies and groups in the United States. A courteous [bookmark: Page_98]and
reassuring letter was subsequently received by the American Bahá’í National
Spiritual Assembly from the State Department in Washington, acknowledging the
receipt of the appeal, while the Director of the Division of Human Rights
addressed in his turn a communication to the Secretary of the American National
Spiritual Assembly, informing him that summaries of both the letter and
petition forwarded to him would be furnished to the Commission of Human Rights,
and copies sent to the Persian Government. Assurance was moreover given that
summaries would also be sent to the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities. As a further measure to obtain redress a
forty-thousand dollar publicity campaign was initiated by the American Bahá’í
Community designed to lend an impetus to the proclamation of the fundamental
verities of the Faith, the aims and purposes of its followers, and of the
disabilities suffered by the overwhelming majority of its adherents in the land
of its birth. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206006]ENROLLMENTS IN VIRGIN TERRITORIES


 


Nor can I refrain from emphasizing in this
rapid survey the highly significant fact that in over sixty territories,
constituting more than a half of the total number of virgin territories opened
to the Faith, since the inauguration of the World Spiritual Crusade, the number
of those who have espoused the Cause of Bahá’u’lláh and enlisted under His
banner has surpassed the number originally anticipated and regarded as a
minimum for the opening of these territories; that in a considerable proportion
of them the Bahá’í membership has far exceeded the number required for the formation
of local Assemblies; that in Gambia as many as three hundred, and in the
Gilbert and Ellice Islands as many as five hundred, have been and are being
enrolled beneath His standard; and that in Uganda alone, which holds the palm
of victory, the number of registered believers has exceeded one thousand. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206007]NEXT PHASE OF WORLD CRUSADE


 


Such heart-warming, soul-stirring examples
of Bahá’í initiative and enterprise; such splendid testimonies to Bahá’í
solidarity, perseverance, courage, fortitude, and self-sacrifice, displayed in
rapid succession, and over so immense an area of the globe’s surface, and in
the face of mounting opposition on the part of those who envy the ever widening
glory of the Faith or fear the influence of its all-pervasive power, have shed
on the opening chapter [bookmark: Page_99]of this Crusade a luster which the
passing of time can never tarnish. The third phase of this momentous
enterprise—the opening of which is, at this hour, being signalized by the
emergence of no less than three additional Regional Bahá’í Assemblies in the
African Continent—must cast on the annals of this prodigious Crusade an
illumination of such brilliancy as will eclipse the splendor of this luster. 


 


The glorious and stupendous work already
accomplished, singly and collectively, in the course of three brief years, in
five continents of the globe and the islands of the seas, both at home and
abroad, in the teaching as well as the administrative spheres of Bahá’í
activity must, as the army of Bahá’u’lláh’s crusaders marches forward into new
and vaster fields to capture still greater heights, never be jeopardized or
allowed to lag or suffer a setback. The prizes so arduously won should not only
be jealously preserved but should be constantly enriched. Far from suffering the
long and distinguished record of feats which have been achieved to be
tarnished, assiduous efforts must be exerted to ennoble it with every passing
day. 


 


The newly opened territories of the globe
must, under no circumstances, be allowed to relapse into the state of spiritual
deprivation from which they have so recently and laboriously been rescued. Nay,
the highly edifying evidences proclaiming the expansion and the consolidation
of the superb historic work achieved in so many of these territories must be
rapidly multiplied. The local assemblies that have been so diligently and
patiently established must under no circumstances be allowed to dissolve, or
their foundations be in any way endangered. The mighty and steady process
involving the increase in the number of the avowed supporters of the Faith, and
the multiplication of isolated centres, groups and local assemblies must,
throughout this newly opened phase of the Plan, be markedly accelerated. The
incorporation of local assemblies must proceed with a rapidity that will throw
into shade the progress achieved in this respect during the first two phases of
the Plan. The remaining unopened territories of the globe outside the Soviet
orbit, now confined to no more than four lonely islands, must with the least
possible delay, be won over to the ever spreading dominion of Bahá’u’lláh,
consummating thereby the most far-reaching and thrilling of all the enterprises
launched through the concerted efforts of His valiant followers. The one
remaining Temple site destined to be bought in the Swedish capital must be
speedily acquired. The six remaining Hazíratu’l-Quds, some in Latin America,
others in [bookmark: Page_100]the European continent, must likewise be
rapidly established. The Bahá’í endowments in the countries still deprived of
the benefits of this divinely appointed institution must be forthwith
purchased. The task of completing the translation of Bahá’í literature into the
languages listed in the provisions of the Plan must be carried out with renewed
determination and vigor. The Bahá’í Publishing Trusts that are as yet
unestablished must be founded at the earliest possible opportunity. The sacred
obligation of purchasing the remaining chief historic sites in the birthplace
of the Faith, and particularly the scenes of the Báb’s incarceration and
martyrdom, must be discharged as expeditiously as possible. The search now
being conducted for the purpose of identifying the resting-places of the Father
of Bahá’u’lláh, of the Mother and the Cousin of the Báb must be pursued with the
utmost diligence and circumspection. The construction of the Mother Temple of
Europe, so vital and yet so long overdue, must be speedily commenced, whilst a
parallel effort must be exerted in Africa for the erection, without delay, of a
similar institution which the phenomenal progress of the Faith in that
continent has made imperative. The Construction of the Home for the Aged,
marking the inauguration of the first of the Dependencies of the Holiest House
of Worship in the Bahá’í world, must, now that the site in the proximity of the
Temple has been acquired, be started and expeditiously carried forward. The
process of incorporating the newly formed National Spiritual Assemblies,
whether regional or independent, must be initiated soon after their formation,
and should be continually stimulated with every increase in the number of these
assemblies in all the continents of the globe. Above all, an effort
unprecedented in its range and intensity, must be exerted for the speedy
multiplication of local spiritual assemblies in all the territories where
National Spiritual Assemblies, whether independent or regional, provisional or
permanent, are to be established, for the purpose of broadening and
strengthening the foundations on which these potent national institutions—the
pillars of the future Universal House of Justice—must rest. Immediate attention
should be focused on the multiplication of such institutions in areas where
these National Spiritual Assemblies are to be established in the near future,
such as South and Central America, the Arabian Peninsula, Southeast Asia,
Pákistán, Alaska, Japan, New Zealand, Scandinavia and Finland, the Benelux
countries, the Iberian Peninsula and France, as well as those territories in
which national assemblies are to be established at a later stage in the course [bookmark: Page_101]of the unfoldment of the present phase of the Plan, and the
date of the formation of which will, to a large extent, depend on the rapidity
with which these local assemblies are formed. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206008]A MAJOR TURNING POINT


 


The Crusade, on which the army of the Lord
of Hosts has so joyously and confidently embarked, now stands at a major
turning point in the history of its marvelous unfoldment. Three years of
magnificent exploits, achieved for the propagation of the light of an immortal
and infinitely precious Faith and for the strengthening of the fabric of its
Administrative Order, now lie behind it. A spirit of abnegation and
self-sacrifice, so rare that only the spirit of the Dawn-breakers of a former
age can be said to have surpassed it, has consistently animated, singly as well
as collectively, its participants in every clime, of all classes, of either
sex, and of every age. A treasure, immense in its range has been willingly and
lovingly expended to insure its systematic and successful prosecution. Already
a few heroic souls have either quaffed the cup of martyrdom, or laid down their
lives, or been subjected to divers ordeals while combating for its Cause. Its
repercussions have spread so far as to alarm a not inconsiderable element among
the traditional and redoubtable adversaries of its courageous and consecrated
prosecutors. Indeed as it has forged ahead, it has raised up new enemies intent
on obstructing its forward march and on defeating its purpose. Premonitory
signs can already be discerned in far-off regions heralding the approach of the
day when troops will flock to its standard, fulfilling the predictions uttered
long ago by the Supreme Captain of its forces. 


 


Before the eyes of the warriors enlisting
under its banner stretch fields of exploration and consolidation of such
vastness as might well dazzle the eyes and strike awe into the heart of any
soul less robust than those who have arisen to identify themselves with its
Cause. The heights its champions must scale are indeed formidable. The pitfalls
that bestrew their path are still numerous. The road leading to ultimate and
total victory is tortuous, stony and narrow. Theirs, however, is the emphatic
assurance, revealed by the Pen of the Most High—the Prime Mover of the forces
unleashed by this world-girdling Crusade—that “Whosoever ariseth to aid our
Cause God will render him victorious over ten times ten thousand souls, and,
should he wax in his love for Me, him will We cause to triumph over all that is
in heaven and all that is on earth.” [bookmark: Page_102]


 


Putting on the armor of His love, firmly
buckling on the shield of His mighty Covenant, mounted on the steed of
steadfastness, holding aloft the lance of the Word of the Lord of Hosts, and
with unquestioning reliance on His promises as the best provision for their
journey, let them set their faces towards those fields that still remain
unexplored and direct their steps to those goals that are as yet unattained,
assured that He Who has led them to achieve such triumphs, and to store up such
prizes in His Kingdom, will continue to assist them in enriching their
spiritual birthright to a degree that no finite mind can imagine or human heart
perceive. 


 


—Shoghi 


 


[April, 1956] [bookmark: Chapter_74]
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EVIDENCES
OF THE RESISTLESS MARCH OF THE WORLD CRUSADE


 


At this auspicious hour, marking yet
another milestone in the progress of the divinely-guided, world-embracing,
steadily consolidating Community of the followers of the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh,
I feel once again impelled to share with the elected representatives of the
vast majority of its avowed supporters, assembled on the occasion of the
convocation of the twenty-four Bahá’í Conventions being held simultaneously in
the American, the European, the Asiatic, the African, and the Australian
continents, the latest evidences of its resistless march along the path traced
for it by both its Founder and the appointed Centre of His Covenant. 


 


The year that has just expired,
signalized, at the hour of its birth, by the emergence of three regional
spiritual assemblies, on the northern fringes, in the heart, and at the
southern extremity of the long dormant African continent, and ushering in the
third phase of a decade-long, world-encompassing Spiritual Crusade, has, as we
look back on the triumphs and trials that have marked its course, accelerated,
to a notable extent, the two parallel processes of integration and
disintegration associated respectively with the rising fortunes of God’s infant
Faith and the sinking fortunes of the institutions of a declining civilization.



 


Indeed, as we gaze in retrospect beyond
the immediate past, and survey, in however cursory a manner, the vicissitudes
afflicting an increasingly tormented society, and recall the strains and
stresses to which the fabric of a dying Order has been increasingly subjected,
we cannot but marvel at the sharp contrast presented, on the one hand, by the
accumulated evidences of the orderly unfoldment, [bookmark: Page_103]and the
uninterrupted multiplication of the agencies, of an Administrative Order
designed to be the harbinger of a world civilization, and, on the other, by the
ominous manifestations of acute political conflict, of social unrest, of racial
animosity, of class antagonism, of immorality and of irreligion, proclaiming,
in no uncertain terms, the corruption and obsolescence of the institutions of a
bankrupt Order. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206010]PORTENTOUS PROPHECIES


 


Against the background of these afflictive
disturbances—the turmoil and tribulations of a travailing age—we may well
ponder the portentous prophecies uttered well-nigh fourscore years ago, by the
Author of our Faith, as well as the dire predictions made by Him Who is the
unerring Interpreter of His teachings, all foreshadowing a universal commotion,
of a scope and intensity unparalleled in the annals of mankind. 


 


The violent derangement of the world’s
equilibrium; the trembling that will seize the limbs of mankind; the radical
transformation of human society; the rolling up of the present-day Order; the
fundamental changes affecting the structure of government; the weakening of the
pillars of religion; the rise of dictatorships; the spread of tyranny; the fall
of monarchies; the decline of ecclesiastical institutions; the increase of
anarchy and chaos; the extension and consolidation of the Movement of the Left;
the fanning into flame of the smouldering fire of racial strife; the
development of infernal engines of war; the burning of cities; the
contamination of the atmosphere of the earth—these stand out as the signs and
portents that must either herald or accompany the retributive calamity which,
as decreed by Him Who is the Judge and Redeemer of mankind, must, sooner or
later, afflict a society which, for the most part, and for over a century, has
turned a deaf ear to the Voice of God’s Messenger in this day—a calamity which
must purge the human race of the dross of its age-long corruptions, and weld
its component parts into a firmly-knit world-embracing Fellowship—a Fellowship
destined, in the fullness of time, to be incorporated in the framework, and to
be galvanized by the spiritualizing influences, of a mysteriously expanding,
divinely appointed Order, and to flower, in the course of future Dispensations,
into a Civilization, the like of which mankind has, at no stage in its
evolution, witnessed. 


 


Parallel with this process of progressive
deterioration in human [bookmark: Page_104]affairs, now visibly gathering
momentum outside the pale of the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh, and recalling the
convulsions which, on a far more restricted scale, seized a declining empire in
the opening centuries of the Christian era, far less spectacular in its
manifestation, has been the process of integration, as demonstrated by the
increasing cohesion, the multiplication, and the reinforcement of the
foundations, of the institutions of the embryonic Bahá’í World Order, which,
now, under the impact of the forces released by a World Spiritual Crusade,
deriving its authority from the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, and
launched for the express purpose of executing the Divine Plan bequeathed by Him
to His followers in the evening of His life, is contributing, unnoticed by a
generation forgetful of its God, and already in the shadow of His Visitation,
to the building up, slowly but irresistibly, of that Ark of human salvation,
ordained as the ultimate haven of a society destined, for the most part, to be
submerged by the tidal wave of the abuses and evils which its own perversity
has engendered. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206011]VICTORY OVER ECCLESIASTICAL FORCES


 


The fourth year of this Ten-Year Crusade,
endowed with such tremendous potentialities, has witnessed, in the Cradle of
the Faith, and in direct consequence of the strenuous, the concerted and
persistent efforts exerted by the champion-builders of this embryonic World
Order, holding aloft the standard of an unconquerable Faith in the American and
European continents, and reinforced by the voice of men of eminence in both the
East and the West, and, particularly, by responsible officials, occupying high
positions in various agencies of the United Nations, a victory over the
ecclesiastical forces leagued against it and a fanatical population determined
to extirpate it root and branch—a victory which must rank as one of the most
striking among those won in the Formative Age of the Bahá’í Dispensation. The
numerous properties, serving, for the most part, as the administrative
headquarters of the Faith, and scattered throughout the provinces of that
sorely tried land, outstanding among which is the House of the Báb in Shíráz—the
holiest spot in that country, the scene of the birth of His Revelation, and the
ordained Centre of Pilgrimage—have, pursuant to orders issued by the central
authorities in Tihrán, been returned to their owners, despite the protests of a
relentless and powerful clergy, the agitation of a hostile population, and the
importunate demands made by prominent members of the Legislature to outlaw and
disendow [bookmark: Page_105]the Faith, confiscate its literature, raze to
the ground its principal edifices, deport its chief supporters, and root it out
of the provinces. A firm and categorical assurance has, moreover, been given by
the Chief Magistrate and the head of his Cabinet to the national
representatives of the Persian Bahá’í Community that their national
administrative headquarters in Tihrán, together with all its furnishings, books
and documents, which have thus far been kept intact in that edifice, will be
restored. 


 


Whilst so conspicuous a victory was being
registered by a persecuted Faith in the land of its birth over the combined
forces of its traditional adversaries, its stalwart standard-bearers, in both
hemispheres, have, in accordance with their solemn pledges, given at the time
of the inception of the Ten-Year Crusade, been pursuing their historic task of
enlarging the orbit, and of consolidating the institutions, of a rapidly
maturing Administrative Order. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206012]ACHIEVEMENTS OF WORLD CRUSADE


 


The number of territories included within
the pale of the Faith, embracing all the sovereign states and chief
dependencies of the planet, has now, in consequence of this prodigious effort,
been raised to two hundred and fifty-one, as a result of the opening of the
island of Anticosti, in the North Atlantic Ocean, by the Knight of Bahá’u’lláh,
Mary Zabolotny, of the arrival of a pioneer in Mafia Island, off the coast of
Tanganyika, and of the news received recently of the presence of a few
followers of the Faith in the Soviet Republics of Tádzhíkistán and of
Kirgizia, almost doubling, within the space of four years, the total number of
territories opened in the course of eleven decades of Bahá’í history. Of the
hundred and thirty-one territories listed in the Ten-Year Plan, only
Spitzbergen, Nicobar Islands and the Chagos Archipelago, as well as eleven
territories, which are either incorporated in the Soviet Union or are included
within its orbit, remain to be opened by the band of intrepid warriors intent
upon enlarging the limits, and spreading far and wide the fame, of the Faith of
Bahá’u’lláh. Every single territory of the hundred and twenty, mentioned by the
Author of the Divine Plan in His memorable Tablets, is now opened to His
Father’s Faith, proclaiming the exemplary fidelity of His followers to the
dearest wishes expressed by the Centre of the Covenant in those Tablets. 


 


The total number of localities where the
followers of the Most Great Name now reside has, as a result of their
unprecedented [bookmark: Page_106]scattering over the surface of the globe,
exceeded the forty-two hundred mark, representing an increase of no less than a
thousand centres in the course of the last two years. Of these localities—foci
of the warming and healing light of an all-conquering Revelation—over a hundred
are now established in Australasia, over a hundred and ten in the British
Isles, over a hundred and ten in the Goal Countries of Europe, over a hundred and
ten in the Dominion of Canada, over a hundred and thirty in Latin America, over
a hundred and thirty in Germany and Austria, over a hundred and forty in the
Indian subcontinent, over two hundred and ten in the Pacific area, over five
hundred and fifty in the African continent, over nine hundred and eighty in
Persia, over fourteen hundred and sixty in the United States of America. 


 


The northernmost outpost of the Faith has
now been pushed far beyond the Arctic Circle, as far as 76 degrees latitude, in
consequence of the arrival of William Carr, a Canadian believer, in Thule,
Greenland, a settlement situated three degrees above Arctic Bay, Franklin, the
most northerly centre hitherto established in the Bahá’í world. 


 


The number of local spiritual assemblies
organized in all the continents of the globe, constituting the broad and
indestructible foundation of the edifice of a rising Order, now exceeds one
thousand, an increase of more than a hundred in the space of a single year. 


 


The number of islands now within the pale
of the Faith, situated in the Atlantic, the Pacific, and the Indian Oceans as
well as in the Mediterranean and the North Sea, is now over a hundred,
seventy-four of which have been opened since the inauguration of the World
Spiritual Crusade, including five islands, situated in the Atlantic and Indian
Oceans and not listed as objectives of the Ten-Year Plan. 


 


The number of languages into which the
continually expanding literature of the Faith has been and is being translated
has risen to two hundred and thirty, representing an increase of forty in the
course of one year. Seventy-five of these languages are included in the
ninety-one named in the Ten-Year Plan, while sixty-six have been added to those
originally specified in the provisions of that same Plan. Of this widely
disseminated literature seven books have been lately presented by an adherent
of the Faith residing in Christchurch, New Zealand, to the officer in charge of
the American [bookmark: Page_107]Antarctic Expedition for its library, while
others have been dispatched, beyond the Antarctic Circle, as far south as the
Expedition’s base, at McMurdo Sound, 77 degrees latitude, on the shores of the
Ross Sea. 


 


The number of incorporated spiritual
assemblies, whether local or national, in all the continents of the globe, has
now swelled to one hundred and ninety-five, more than ninety of which are
situated in the United States of America. Outstanding among those that have
been recently registered are the assemblies of Bern, Switzerland; Frankfurt,
Germany; Luxembourg, Luxembourg; Brisbane, Australia; Scarborough, Canada;
Aligarh, India; Mastung, Pakistan; Huncayo, Peru; Cochabamba, Bolivia; Colombo,
Ceylon; Kuala Lumpur, Malaya; Asmara, Eritrea; Monrovia and Bomi Hills,
Liberia; Tuarabu, Gilbert and Ellice Islands; Baro-bai-Amantai, Indonesia; and
Simatalu Saibi, Simatalu Ulu, Sipipajet, Mentawai Islands. 


 


Of the forty-nine National Hazíratu’l-Quds
enumerated in the Ten-Year Plan all but three have already been established,
involving the expenditure of over five hundred and seventy thousand dollars,
raising thereby the value of all the edifices, serving as the national
administrative headquarters of the Faith in all the continents of the globe, to
over two and a half million dollars. 


 


Of the fifty-one countries in which, in
accordance with that same Plan, national Bahá’í endowments are to be purchased
within the space of a decade, as many as forty-nine have achieved their goals,
through the expenditure of a sum estimated at more than one hundred and thirty
thousand dollars. 


 


The number of sovereign states,
dependencies, as well as territories, federal districts and states of the
United States of America, where the Bahá’í Marriage Certificate is recognized
is now over thirty, the latest additions being Vietnam, Gilbert and Ellice
Islands, Indonesia and Liberia. The number of countries, states as well as
cities of the United States, where the Educational Authorities have recognized
the Bahá’í Holy Days now exceeds forty-five, among which are included Israel,
the British Isles, Samoa, Liberia, Tanganyika, the states of Victoria and of
South Australia. Mention in this connection, moreover, should be made of the
recognition officially extended by the authorities of H. M. Kitalya Farm Prison
in Uganda to its recently converted Bahá’í inmates to observe these same Holy
Days. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206013]THE QIBLIH OF A WORLD COMMUNITY


 


[bookmark: Page_108]In the Holy Land—the Qiblih of a world
community, the heart from which the energizing influences of a vivifying Faith
continually stream, and the seat and centre around which the diversified
activities of a divinely appointed Administrative Order revolve—following upon
the termination of the construction of the Báb’s holy Sepulcher, marking the
closing of the first chapter in the history of the evolution of the central
institutions of a world Faith, a marked progress in the rise and establishment
of these institutions has been clearly noticeable. The remaining twenty-two
pillars of the International Bahá’í Archives—the initial Edifice heralding the
establishment of the Bahá’í World Administrative Centre on Mt. Carmel—have been
erected. The last half of the nine hundred tons of stone, ordered in Italy for
its construction, have reached their destination, enabling the exterior of the
building to be completed, while the forty-four tons of glazed green tiles,
manufactured in Utrecht, to cover the five hundred square meters of roof, have
been placed in position, the whole contributing, to an unprecedented degree,
through its colorfulness, its classic style and graceful proportions, and in
conjunction with the stately, golden-crowned Mausoleum rising beyond it, to the
unfolding glory of the central institutions of a World Faith nestling in the
heart of God’s holy mountain. 


 


Simultaneous with this striking
development, the plan designed to insure the extension and completion of the
arc serving as a base for the erection of future edifices constituting the
World Bahá’í Administrative Centre, has been successfully carried out. The
dilapidated house, situated in the close neighborhood of Bahá’u’lláh’s Shrine,
recently acquired from the Development Authority of the State of Israel,
because of its historic associations, has been restored. Negotiations,
moreover, have been initiated with that same Authority for the acquisition of
two plots to the north and south of the Shrine, for the purpose of safeguarding
its precincts from a further extension of the new settlements springing up rapidly
in the plain of Akká. Steps have also been taken to register the title-deeds of
a centrally located plot, originally owned by a Covenant-breaker, and abutting
on the International Archives, in the name of the Israel Branch of the National
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the British Isles. A further blow has been
struck at the remnants of the implacable enemies of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, the breakers
of [bookmark: Page_109]His Father’s Covenant, still living in the immediate
vicinity of the holiest shrine of the Bahá’í world, through the destruction of
a row of ruinous sheds which had been under their control, through orders
issued by the Municipal Authorities of Akká. And, lastly, an expropriation
order has been published in the Israel Official Gazette by the Treasury Department
of Israel related to buildings enclosed within the Haram-i-Aqdas, aiming at the
eviction of these same enemies from the outer Sanctuary of Bahá’u’lláh’s
Sepulcher, following upon the evacuation by them of the Mansion at Bahjí after
two score years of occupancy, and which, when carried out, will mark the final
cleansing, after more than sixty-five years, of the immediate surroundings of
the holiest Spot in the Bahá’í world. 


 


Nor can I dismiss this subject related to
the progress achieved in the development of Bahá’í international institutions
in the Holy Land without a special reference to the continual extension and
embellishment of the international endowments of the Faith in the plain of Akká
and on the slopes of Mt. Carmel, the value of which now exceeds five million
two hundred thousand dollars, as well as to the ever-swelling crowds of
visitors flocking to the Bahá’í Shrines in both of these places, and
particularly to the number of those entering the Tomb of the Báb which, during
a single day, in a three-hour period, has exceeded a thousand. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206014]THE TEN-YEAR PLAN IN THE UNITED STATES


 


In the United States of America, the
cradle and citadel of the embryonic World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, the elected
national representatives of the American Bahá’í Community, acting as the
representatives of the International Bahá’í Community, charged with the defense
of the cause of their persecuted brethren in the cradle of the Faith, have
energetically pursued their efforts, through representations made to the United
Nations officials and agencies in New York and Geneva, through their contact
with high-ranking officials of the American State Department and through
measures of publicity in the American Press, all culminating in the victory won
over the adversaries of the Faith, to which reference has been made earlier in
these pages. 


 


The landscaping of the Temple area,
including the operation of the nine fountains, as envisaged by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá,
has been completed at a cost of two hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars.
The number of visitors who, since public guiding has been instituted, [bookmark: Page_110]have flocked to the doors of this Mother Temple of the
West, now standing amidst such attractive surroundings, has exceeded seven
hundred thousand, whilst more than three thousand have entered its doors in the
course of a single day. Authorization has moreover been recently given by the
Wilmette Village Board for the construction of the Home for the Aged, the first
Dependency of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkár. The value of national and
local endowments owned by, and under the control of, that community, whose
members have so spontaneously and effectively championed the cause of the
persecuted and the down-trodden, and so generously contributed to their relief
in the past, is now four and a half million dollars. The number of American
Indian tribes with which contact has been established in the Western
Hemisphere—an achievement in which the members of this Community have played a
leading role—is now over forty-five. No less than eighteen American Indian
tribes are now represented in the Bahá’í communities of that same hemisphere,
mainly as a result of the assiduous endeavors exerted by the members of this
Community. The number of territories, federal districts and states where
official authorization for the conduct of Bahá’í marriages has been obtained is
now twenty-eight, whilst the number of localities, in that same country, where
the Bahá’í Holy Days are officially recognized is one short of forty. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206015]IN THE AFRICAN CONTINENT


 


In the African continent, where the
momentum gained in the process of propagation of the Faith and the
consolidation of its newly-born administrative institutions has exceeded the
rate of progress achieved in every other continent of the globe, and
particularly since the emergence, a year ago, of three regional spiritual
assemblies, the number of the adherents of the Faith, including those in the
newly-opened islands off the eastern and western coasts of that vast continent,
is now well over thirty-five hundred, over three thousand of whom are Negroes.
The number of localities where the followers of Bahá’u’lláh reside is over five
hundred and fifty. The number of tribes represented in these flourishing
communities has reached one hundred and ninety-seven. The number of languages
into which Bahá’í literature has been and is being translated is over seventy,
whilst the number of local spiritual assemblies, constituting the bedrock of a
solidly established Order, is approaching one hundred and fifty. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206016]IN THE PACIFIC AREA


 


[bookmark: Page_111]In the Pacific area, where Bahá’í exploits
bid fair to outshine the feats achieved in any other ocean, and indeed in every
continent of the globe, now competing for the palm of victory with the African
continent itself, preliminary measures have been undertaken for the formation
of no less than three of the thirteen national and regional spiritual
assemblies which are to be established in the course of this year’s Ridván
festivities. These three assemblies, the seats of which are to be located in
Japan, in Indonesia and in the Dominion of New Zealand, are destined to
function in regions where the yellow, the brown and white races predominate,
and in which the majority of the inhabitants belong either to the Buddhist, the
Muslim or Christian Faiths. In so vast and promising an area, blessed by the
labors of two Hands of the Cause of God, the number of localities where Bahá’ís
reside, which in the concluding years of the Apostolic Age of the Faith, had
barely reached ten, has now swelled to over two hundred and ten, scattered over
no less than forty islands. It already boasts over seventeen hundred believers
of the brown race alone, more than fifty local spiritual assemblies, five
national Hazíratu’l-Quds, three Bahá’í schools, twenty-one incorporated local
spiritual assemblies, four states where Bahá’í national endowments have been
established, a site purchased for its first projected Mashriqu’l-Adhkár,
three territories where the Bahá’í Marriage Certificate is recognized, and
three others where Bahá’í children have been allowed to observe the Bahá’í Holy
Days, as well as the translation of Bahá’í literature into no less than fifty
of the languages current among its indigenous population. It, moreover, prides
itself on the initiation of teaching activities in no less than a hundred of
the four hundred islands constituting one of its numerous southern
archipelagos. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206017]THE MOTHER-TEMPLES OF THREE CONTINENTS


 


So brilliant and diversified a record of
services to the Cause of Bahá’u’lláh, in both the Eastern and Western
Hemispheres, has been greatly enriched by the plans now initiated for the
launching of an ambitious three-fold enterprise, designed to compensate for the
disabilities suffered by the sorely-tried Community of the followers of His
Faith in the land of His birth, aiming at the erection, in localities as far
apart as Frankfurt, Sydney and Kampala, of the Mother-Temples of the European,
the Australian and African [bookmark: Page_112]continents, at a cost of
approximately one million dollars, complementing the Temples already constructed
in the Asiatic and American continents. One-third of this sum I, gladly and
with a grateful heart, pledge at this auspicious hour, a sum which, when added
to the funds already donated for this laudable purpose, amounting to one
hundred and forty thousand dollars—over one hundred thousand of which
represents the munificent donation of the Hand of the Cause, Amelia
Collins—will constitute well-nigh half of the entire amount required to ensure
the consummation of this stupendous, epoch-making undertaking. 


 


The designs for these sacred Fanes, to be
raised to the glory of the Founder of our Faith, and dedicated to the worship
of the one true God, have, in the case of the Australian and African Temples,
been already executed by the Hand of the Cause, Mason Remey, whilst the design
for the German Temple has been completed by the German architect, Teuto
Rocholl—all three of which will be exhibited, for the first time, to the
assembled delegates at the thirteen historic Bahá’í National Conventions being held
for the first time during this year’s Ridván Festival. The excavation of the
foundations of the African Temple has actually commenced, whilst plans and
specifications are being prepared by a well-known firm in Kampala. The
construction of the Australian Temple has, moreover, been placed in the hands
of a reliable Sydney architect, who will have completed the detailed drawings
and specifications by the first of Ridván, and contemplates beginning work on
the foundations by next June and completing the building by March, 1959. 


 


To the National and Local Spiritual
Assemblies, more than a thousand in number, to groups as well as individuals,
in every continent of the globe, and in whatever island they may be laboring in
the service of this glorious Faith, I direct an earnest plea to arise, now that
the prodigious task of the purchase of more than forty national
Hazíratu’l-Quds, and the establishment of Bahá’í national endowments in nearly
fifty countries, has been triumphantly consummated and display, at this hour
when the global Spiritual Crusade has just passed the third-way point, the
self-same solidarity, generosity, tenacity and single-mindedness which they
have consistently demonstrated since its inauguration four years ago, which
have insured the success of some of the most arduous enterprises launched under
the Ten-Year Plan, and which, in the decades preceding its inception, have
brought to a glorious culmination the task of erecting the first two Mashriqu’l-Adhkárs
of the Bahá’í world. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206018]KNIGHTS OF BAHÁ’U’LLÁH AND HEROIC PIONEERS


 


[bookmark: Page_113]A special tribute, I feel, should be paid
in this survey of worldwide Bahá’í achievements, to the heroic band of
pioneers, and particularly to the company of the Knights of Bahá’u’lláh, who,
as a result of their indomitable spirit, courage, steadfastness, and
self-abnegation, have achieved in the course of four brief years, in so many of
the virgin territories newly opened to His Faith, a measure of success far
exceeding the most sanguine expectations. Such a success, reflected in both the
numerical strength of these territories and the range and solidity of the
achievements of the Bahá’í crusaders responsible for their opening and
development, has surpassed to an unbelievable extent the goals set for them
under the Ten-Year Plan. 


 


To Uganda, opened on the eve of the Global
Crusade, where the number of the avowed adherents of the Faith has now passed
the eleven hundred mark, and the number of Bahá’í centres exceeds one hundred
and eighty, to the Gilbert and Ellice Islands and Gambia where the number of
the believers has reached five hundred and three hundred respectively, must be
added Mentawai Islands, where adult Bahá’ís now number over eleven hundred; the
British Cameroons, with well-nigh three hundred adult Bahá’ís; Mauritius with
over seventy; Basutoland with over fifty; Ruanda-Urundi and the Seychelles,
each with over thirty; Spanish Morocco, Reunion Island, the French Cameroons,
British Togoland, French Togoland, Sikkim, the Canary Islands, British Guiana,
Cape Verde Islands, Ashanti Protectorate, Swaziland, South Rhodesia, each with
over twenty; and Key West, French Equatorial Africa, Cook Islands, Balearic
Islands, French Somaliland, Italian Somaliland, Cyprus, Morocco International
Zone, Samoa Islands, Mariana Islands, New Hebrides Islands, Solomon Islands,
Portuguese Timor, Bechuanaland, Northern Territories Protectorate, Bahama
Islands, and Brunei, each with between ten and twenty. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206019]CONFERENCES AND INSTITUTES


 


Nor should reference be omitted in these
pages to the surprisingly numerous conferences and institutes which, in the
course of the last twelve months, have been organized by the enterprising, the
indefatigable and vigilant members of Bahá’í communities in various parts of
the world, supplementing the multiple activities carried on with such splendid
vigor in the course of the prosecution [bookmark: Page_114]of the Ten-Year
Plan. A mere enumeration of these institutes and conferences will serve to
reveal their diversity and scope, and demonstrate the earnestness with which
their organizers and participants are discharging their primary obligation to
propagate their Faith: 


 


The first Southeast Asia Teaching
Conference in Djakarta, Indonesia; the first All-Taiwan Teaching Conference in
Tainan; the Korean Summer and Winter Conference in Kwangju; the Indo-China
Teaching Conference in Saigon; the Japanese National Teaching Conference in
Kyoto; the first American Indian Teaching Conference in Northern Arizona; the
American Indian Teaching Conference in Los Angeles, California; the Alaskan
Teaching Conference in Fairbanks; the Hawaii-wide Teaching Conference in
Honolulu; the Western Canada Summer Conference in Banff; the Maritime Teaching
Conference in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island; the Teaching Conference in
Beaulac, Canada; the French Teaching Conference in Mentone-Garavan; the third
Italian Teaching Conference in Rome; the third Swiss Teaching Conference in
Basel; the Teaching Conference in Romanshorn; the Teaching Conference in
Neuchatel; the Iberian Teaching Conferences in Barcelona; the first Austrian
Teaching Conference in Gosau; the Teaching Conference in Frankfurt; the
Regional Convention in Stuttgart; the Teaching Conference in Stockholm; the
Benelux Regional Teaching Conferences in Brussels and in The Hague; the Nordisk
Teaching Conference in Moss, Norway; the Northwest Teaching Conferences in
Liverpool, Blackpool and Manchester; the Midlands Teaching Conference in
Birmingham; the Southeast Teaching Conferences in London and Reading; the
Scottish Teaching Conferences in Edinburgh and Glasgow; the Northern Ireland
Teaching Conference in Belfast; the Northeast Teaching Conference in Leeds; the
Southwest Teaching Conferences in Portcawl, Torquay and Cardiff; the British
Northern Isles Teaching Conference in Lerwick, Shetland Islands; the South
India Teaching Conference in Bangalore; the Pákistán Teaching Conference in
Karachi; the South Australian State Teaching Conference in Adelaide; the New
South Wales Regional Teaching Conference in Sydney; the Australian
Post-Convention Teaching Institute in Sydney; the New Zealand Teaching
Conference in Wellington; the New Zealand Regional Teaching Conference in New
Plymouth; the Regional Teaching Conference in Hobart, Tasmania; the Canary
Islands Teaching Conference in Las Palmas; the first Colombian Teaching
Conference in Bogotà; the [bookmark: Page_115]Peruvian Teaching Conference
in Lima; the first Mexican Teaching Conference in Mexico City; the Cuban
Teaching Conference in Havana; the Haitian Teaching Conference in
Port-au-Prince; the Honduran Teaching Conference in Honduras; the Guatemalan
Teaching Conference in Guatemala; the Dominican Teaching Conference in Ciudad
Trujillo; the Jamaican Teaching Conference in Kingston; the El Salvador
Teaching Conference in Santa Ana; the Nicaraguan Teaching Conference in
Managua; the Costa Rican Teaching Conference in San José; the Panamanian
Teaching Conference in Panama City; the Annual Study Institute of Brazil in
Rezende; the Teaching Conferences of the British Cameroons in Mutengere, as
well as a large number of similar conferences and institutes too numerous to
mention held throughout the United States of America. 


 


To these highly praiseworthy
accomplishments, in which an increasing number of the promoters of the Faith of
Bahá’u’lláh, whether teachers or administrators, have shared in recent years,
must be added an even more impressive list of enterprises, none of them
specified as part of the Ten-Year Plan, and which stalwart upholders of His
Cause, driven by an irresistible impulse to further enlarge its limits,
multiply its assets, consolidate its foundations, and noise abroad its fame,
have initiated and conducted at a steadily accelerated pace since the launching
of the World Spiritual Crusade. 


 


Indeed the multiplicity, variety, scope,
and significance of these enterprises have impelled me to tabulate and record
them for posterity on a specially prepared map, designed to present graphically
the achievements supplementing the tasks already performed in pursuance of the
provisions of the Ten-Year Plan. A bare recital of these additional victories
won, in such rapid succession, over so vast a field, by the band of
Bahá’u’lláh’s crusaders, will amply demonstrate the unquenchable enthusiasm, no
less than the inflexible resolve and boundless devotion, animating His
followers in the pursuit of their high calling. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206020]DYNAMIC POWER OF FAITH


 


The opening of the Sovereign states of
Laos and of Cambodia and of the islands of Trinidad, of Corisco, of Fernando-Po,
of Pemba and of Mafia; the acquisition of sites for the construction of the
future Mother-Temples of Argentina, of Brazil and of Libya; the sum recently
allocated for the purchase of a site for the erection of the first Mashriqu’l-Adhkár
of the British Isles; the [bookmark: Page_116]launching of the twin
far-reaching enterprises designed to culminate in the establishment of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkárs
of Africa and of Australasia; the founding of Bahá’í Schools in the New
Hebrides Islands, in Mentawai Islands and in the Gilbert and Ellice Islands;
the establishment of Bahá’í burial grounds in Libya, Burma and Tanganyika; the
formulation of supplementary plans by the newly emerged regional spiritual
assemblies in Africa, and by the Bahá’í communities of the Seychelles and the
Súdán; the acquisition of land for the Bahá’í summer schools of Egypt, of ‘Iráq
and of Chile; the establishment of Bahá’í endowments in the Aleutian Islands,
in Swaziland, in Mentawai Islands, in Spanish Morocco, in Basutoland and in
Liberia; the acquisition of local Hazíratu’l-Quds in Gambia, in the Aleutian
Islands, in Uganda, in Spanish Morocco, in the British Cameroons, in Algeria
and in French Morocco; the translation of Bahá’í literature into thirty-one
African, seven American Indian, and twenty-eight miscellaneous languages; the
purchase of Bahá’í historic sites in the City of Adrianople; the founding of an
Indian Cultural Institute in Chichicastenango, Guatemala; the transfer of the
remains of the Báb’s infant son from a mosque in Shíráz to the Bahá’í burial
ground in that city—these proclaim, in no uncertain terms, the splendid
initiative and the dynamic power of the faith of the bearers of the Gospel of
the New Day, as well as their unyielding determination to exceed, by every
means in their power, the bounds of their prescribed duties and
responsibilities assumed under the Ten-Year Plan, and to enhance, through every
channel open to them, and over as wide a range as their circumstances permit,
their share of service in the collective task now being prosecuted with such
exemplary heroism, on the whole surface of the planet, for the world-wide
triumph of the Cause of Bahá’u’lláh and the ultimate redemption of all mankind.



 


[bookmark: _Toc73206021]SOLEMN RENEWAL OF DEDICATION


 


Dearly-beloved friends: The opening of the
second year of the third phase of a ten-year long Crusade, marking the passing
of a little over one third of its duration; coinciding with the closing of a
period rendered memorable by the achievement of so many of its goals, as well
as by a succession of victories won in fields beyond its scope; significantly
ushered in by the emergence of no less than thirteen national and regional
spiritual assemblies in four continents, with a jurisdiction embracing more
than forty territories of the globe, in the election of which over three
hundred delegates [bookmark: Page_117]representing more than one hundred and
thirty local communities will participate; and over the inauguration of which
no less than thirteen Hands of the Cause of God will preside—the opening of so
auspicious a year must be signalized by a solemn renewal of dedication, on the
part of all who are participating in this colossal, world-girdling enterprise,
and indeed by the entire company of those who profess the Faith of
Bahá’u’lláh—a dedication which, as the year pursues its course, will be
reflected in acts the brilliance of which will eclipse the shining exploits
achieved since the inception of the Crusade, and, indeed, since the
commencement of the Formative Age of the Bahá’í Dispensation. 


 


The preeminent task of teaching the Faith
to the multitudes who consciously or unconsciously thirst after the healing
Word of God in this day—a task so dear to the heart of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá; at once so
sacred, so fundamental, and so urgent; primarily involving and challenging
every single individual; the bed-rock on which the solidity and the stability
of the multiplying institutions of a rising Order must rest—such a task must,
in the course of this year, be accorded priority over every other Bahá’í
activity. 


 


“If they arise to teach My Cause,”
Bahá’u’lláh Himself, revealing the secret of success for the propagation of His
Faith, has declared, “they must let the breath of Him Who is the Unconstrained,
stir them, and must spread it abroad on the earth with high resolve, with minds
that are wholly centred in Him, and with hearts that are completely detached
from, and independent of, all things, and with souls that are sanctified from
the world and its vanities. It behooveth them to choose as the best provision
for their journey reliance upon God, and to clothe themselves with the love of
their Lord, the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious. If they do so, their words
shall influence their hearers.” 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206022]TASKS FOR THE CURRENT YEAR


 


The historic work initiated, at the price
of so much sacrifice, in more than one hundred territories of the globe, must
not only be jealously safeguarded, but continually expanded, and wisely
consolidated. A determined effort must be made to insure, as speedily as
possible, the resettlement of the territories which Bahá’í pioneers have been
forced to abandon, and the opening of the three virgin islands situated in the
North Sea and in the Indian Ocean, as well as the six Republics of the Soviet
Union and the five territories included within the Soviet Orbit. Particular
attention should be paid [bookmark: Page_118]to the all-important task of
broadening and consolidating the foundations of the newly emerged national and
regional spiritual assemblies, as an essential preliminary to the formation of
additional ones designed to buttress the fabric of a steadily expanding
Administrative Order. Simultaneous with the acceleration in the process of
individual conversion, the equally pressing need of safeguarding local
spiritual assemblies from dissolution and of increasing rapidly their number,
must continually be borne in mind, as the most effectual means for the
strengthening of the structural basis of the Administrative Order of the Faith.
Complementing this laudable task, strenuous efforts must be exerted for the
purpose of multiplying the existing groups and isolated centres in all the
continents of the globe, insuring thereby the early attainment of the goal of
five thousand Bahá’í centres in the Eastern and Western Hemispheres. The three
remaining Hazíratu’l-Quds, the last two national endowments, the one remaining
Temple site, must, despite the present obstacles and the complications that
have arisen, be speedily acquired, whilst the unexpected setback in the
purchase of the Temple site in Frankfurt must be overcome. The important
two-fold task of translating and of publishing Bahá’í literature, constituting
so vital an aspect of the Plan, must be diligently pursued and rapidly
completed. The construction of the Home for the Aged—an institution designed to
inaugurate the Dependencies of the Mother Temple of the West—must without
further delay be commenced. The process of incorporating firmly grounded local
as well as newly formed national and regional spiritual assemblies must be
given an unprecedented impetus in every continent of the globe. The no less
essential obligation to establish the remaining Bahá’í Publishing Trusts must
likewise be discharged. Strenuous efforts must be exerted to vindicate the
independent character of the Bahá’í Faith through obtaining recognition by
civil authorities, in as many countries, states and localities as possible, of
both the Bahá’í Marriage Certificate and the Bahá’í Holy Days. Nor should any
effort be spared, however severe the challenge, to insure the acquisition and
preservation for posterity of the few remaining historic sites in the Cradle of
the Faith, and particularly those associated with the incarceration and
execution of its Herald in Ádhirbayján. The equally meritorious project
of transferring the remains of the Father of Bahá’u’lláh, of the mother and of the
cousin of the Báb to the Bahá’í burial ground in the vicinity of the Most Great
House, must receive the continued and prayerful attention of those on [bookmark: Page_119]whom this sacred responsibility primarily devolves. In
particular a determined effort must be made, now that no less than nine of the
fifteen republics constituting the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics are
included within the pale of the Faith, and especially by those Bahá’í
communities situated on the periphery of this vast territory, to establish a nucleus,
however small, in each of the six remaining republics, all of which are now
confined to the European continent, as well as in each of the two islands and
of the three satellites included within the Soviet Orbit, thereby decisively
contributing to the consummation of one of the most challenging objectives of
this world-embracing Crusade. 


 


Supplementing these manifold and pressing
duties, which the audacious prosecutors of this vast Crusade are now, with such
modest resources, and despite the smallness of their numbers, so nobly
discharging, over so large a portion of the globe, and at so turbulent a stage
in the affairs of mankind, is the no less vital obligation to insure through a
still more spectacular demonstration of world-wide Bahá’í solidarity and
self-sacrifice, the means whereby the three monumental Edifices, each designed
to serve as a house for the indwelling Spirit of God and a tabernacle for the
glorification of His appointed Messenger in this day, may, without any
interruption, be raised and dedicated, in the European, the African and
Australian continents, and contribute their share to the world-wide
celebrations of the Centenary towards which every Bahá’í heart is eagerly
straining. 


 


Great are the strides that have already
been made, and phenomenal the success achieved, by the prosecutors of a thrice
blessed Crusade—a Crusade so closely associated with the epoch-making Tablets
of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Divine Plan, utilizing as its agencies the laboriously
erected institutions of an efficiently functioning, divinely-appointed
Administrative Order, and linking, as it forges ahead, two historic centenaries
commemorating the Birth and the Declaration of the Mission of the Founder of
our Faith. The tasks that still remain to be accomplished, however, are truly
formidable. Above all, the homefront, that must serve as a base, and act as a
reservoir for the supply of a steady flow of pioneers and resources for the
multiple organized operations of a continually expanding Crusade, and which,
alas, in several countries, distinguished by an outstanding record of service
to the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh has been progressively declining, must, at whatever
cost, and within as short a time as possible, be revitalized, extended and
consolidated. More [bookmark: Page_120]than ever its manpower must rapidly
increase, the administrative machinery it utilizes, and on which it relies, for
the effectual discharge of its Mission, must be assiduously perfected, and,
most important of all, its spiritual driving force must be constantly reinforced
through a firmer grasp by the individuals, ultimately responsible for its
progress, of the distinguishing verities and fundamental purposes of their
Faith, through a fuller dedication to its glorious Mission, and through a
closer communion with its animating Spirit. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc73206023]THE GUARDIAN’S APPEAL TO ALL BAHÁ’ÍS


 


I appeal, as I close this review of the
superb feats already accomplished, in the course of so many campaigns, by the
heroic band of the warriors of Bahá’u’lláh, battling in His Name and by His aid
for the purification, the unification and the spiritualization of a morally and
spiritually bankrupt society, now hovering on the brink of self-destruction,
for a renewed dedication, at this critical hour in the fortunes of mankind, on
the part of the entire company of my spiritual brethren in every continent of
the globe, to the high ideals of the Cause they have espoused, as well as to
the immediate accomplishment of the goals of the Crusade on which they have
embarked, be they in active service or not, of either sex, young as well as
old, rich or poor, whether veteran or newly enrolled—a dedication reminiscent
of the pledges which the Dawn-breakers of an earlier Apostolic Age, assembled
in conference at Badasht, and faced with issues of a different but
equally challenging nature, willingly and solemnly made for the prosecution of
the collective task with which they were confronted. 


 


May this Crusade, on which the privileged
heirs and present successors of the heroes of the Primitive Age of our Faith
have so auspiciously embarked, yield, as it speeds on to its mid-way point,
such a harvest as will amaze its prosecutors, astonish the world at large, and
draw forth from the Source on high a measure of celestial strength adequate to
insure its triumphant consummation. 


 


—Shoghi 


 


[April, 1957] 
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To Annual Bahá'í Conventions


 


Dearly Beloved Friends:


 


Ridván is the most joyful period of the Bahá'í year. It is not
only the Spring period of the world, but commemorates that Divine Springtide
when ninety-five years ago the Supreme Manifestation of God revealed Himself in
Baghdad and gave the promise of that Message which is destined to unite all
peoples in universal peace and to enable them to live an existence ordered by
Divine Law. It was particularly at this time every year that the thoughts and
hearts of the believers turned to Haifa in loving anticipation of the beloved
Guardian's Convention Message, of the news of the progress of the Faith the
world over which he would send to them, and the inspiration, encouragement and
guidance his words would bring them. How great is the shadow of his absence
upon our hearts now! It would be hard to say whether you, gathered in so many
far corners of the planet feel it more keenly or we, the handful of his
servants at the World Centre, where every tree and pebble and flower reminds us
that he has ascended to the Paradise of Bahá'u'lláh and been gathered to the
glory of his Divine Forebears.


 


Many times during the last few years the beloved Guardian stated
that while the Bahá'ís the world over were carrying out the provisions of the
Divine Plan revealed by 'Abdu'l-Bahá in the activities of the present World
Crusade, the Supreme Plan of God Himself was also being worked out, and that a
point might come when these two Plans met and that perhaps the Plan of God
would intervene in the events of the Lesser Plan. May not his sudden passing be
seen as the fulfilment of his words? Bahá'u'lláh's Own hand has been stretched
forth, the Designer has altered the design but the pattern remains in its
strength and glory. Every single believer must, during the past six months,
have been aware of how mighty is the stronghold of our Faith, how impregnable
the walls our Guardian raised about it during the last thirty-six years in the
form of the tightly-woven, divinely-ordained Administrative Order which has
suffered no rupture because of the sudden cataclysm of his passing and which
remains not only our fortress, built by the Word of God, but the refuge for all
mankind in the days to come. The Hands of the Faith at the World Centre,
however, have been in a position to witness to a unique degree how true this
is. Greater than any praise which can ever be laid at our Guardian's door or
any monument that will ever be built in his honour, is this testimony to his
achievements as reflected in the spirit shown by the Bahá'ís in East and West,
whether old or new, their faithfulness to his wishes, their universal
whole-hearted determination to carry out his plans, his hopes, his aims. A
mighty wave of poignant love has swept all hearts, drawing the believers
closer, uniting them in purpose, spurring them on to far greater dedication,
sacrifice and service in the path of God —that crimson-stained path in which
the Báb, Bahá'u'lláh and 'Abdu'l-Bahá were immolated, in which twenty thousand
souls laid down their lives and which has now received a deeper hue through the
last great sacrifice, Shoghi Effendi's own precious life.


 


During the Conventions presently being held, the delegates, the
outgoing and incoming National Spiritual Assemblies, and all the believers have
a unique opportunity to concentrate their attention on the objectives of the
Ten Year Plan, as they affect their area of the globe, to contemplate the as
yet unfulfilled goals, to deliberate and make suggestions on ways and means of
speedily attaining them, to both pledge and raise the sums of money required
for the important, urgent and arduous tasks of the coming year, to give their
hearts anew to the work of God —hearts freshly purged of the dross of self
through their universal grief —to arise and fulfil the soul-stiffing plea of
the Master, so often quoted by Shoghi Effendi "O, that I could travel,
even though on foot and in the utmost poverty, to these regions, and raising
the call of ‘Yá Bahá'u'l-Abhá’ in cities, villages, mountains, deserts and
oceans, promote the Divine teachings! This, alas, I cannot do. How intensely I
deplore it! Please God, ye may achieve it." Lot them remember that, as
our Guardian said, heroic souls have already, since the beginning of this
Crusade, "either quaffed the cup of martyrdom, or laid down their lives, or
been subjected to divers ordeals while combating for its Cause", and let
them determine to do likewise, while there is yet time, and win the crown of
immortal glory promised to all those who arise in the name of Bahá'u'lláh, to
spread His Faith.


 


After the sudden and soul-shattering news of the passing of our
dearly loved Guardian, hearts stood still all over the world —what did the
future hold? Then came the realization on the part of the friends that in his
very last message, published on the occasion of the fifth anniversary of the
opening of the Holy Year, the Guardian had left an instrument and given
instructions by which his work could be carried on, the Crusade safety
prosecuted to the end, the Cause of God protected and the Design of Bahá'u'lláh,
as embodied in His Most Holy Book, executed. The details of the World Crusade,
like a precious golden talisman, lie in our palm. The instrument for carrying
the Faith through this difficult period —perhaps to be the darkest in its
history —has been reinforced, and its functions amplified through the
references made to the Hands of the Faith as the "Chief Stewards of
Bahá'u'lláh's embryonic World Commonwealth", through the appointment of
eight more Hands scattered all over the globe, and through the addition of new
Auxiliary Boards whose sole function is to protect the Cause of God.


 


Twenty-six of the twenty-seven Hands of the Faith gathered in
Bahá'u'lláh's Mansion at Bahjí and for one week, alone, in exhaustive hours of prayer,
soul-searching and consultation, sought guidance for the immediate future. The
conclusions unanimously born as a result of this agony and purging of heart
were embodied in the Proclamation issued by the Hands. This document did not
attempt to answer "why?". Who can answer that question until another
Manifestation of God appears? It did answer "how?". It created a
method which, with the cooperation of the believers, will ensure that the next
stage in the Divine Plan of 'Abdu'l-Bahá as amplified and outlined by our
Guardian in the provisions of the World Crusade, is carried out fully and
successfully, paving the way for the election of that supreme Universal House
of Justice whose deliberations, 'Abdu'l-Bahá states in His Will and Testament,
are under the infallible guidance of God.


 


Realizing that the administrative and spiritual heart of our Faith
is forever fixed in the Holy Land according to the explicit text of our
Teachings, the Hands felt the most urgent need was to protect this perfectly
functioning heart, which the Guardian had for so many years and at such great
cost to himself, built up and consolidated, and which is the centre from which
the world-wide administrative functions of the Cause of God must be coordinated
and maintained, and into which the reports, news and statistics of the Faith
must be poured, if its international character is to be preserved. They
therefore unanimously appointed nine of their members to serve in Haifa. These
nine were given, as a purely legal measure in order to protect the Faith, the
title of "Custodians".


 


The friends can imagine, remembering their own state of grief and
the sudden feeling of immense moral responsibility to their Faith which swept over
them on hearing of the passing of their Guardian, what a burden has fallen on
those Hands who serve here at the World Centre. But, even as the sun rises
after the darkest night, so have emerged the clear evidences of the unfailing
protection of Bahá'u'lláh vouchsafed to His broken-hearted servants. A great
wave of sincere, shocked and deep-felt sympathy poured out to the Bahá'í
Community from the officials of the State of Israel and its peoples; from the
President, Prime Minister and cabinet members down to the simplest citizens,
tributes and condolences poured in; at every point the Government of this State
has responded to our requests, and cooperated with us in protecting the
interests of the Faith at the International Centre. In different parts of the
world, including the Cradle of the Faith, victory after victory has been won,
raising hope and confidence in our crushed hearts, assuring us that our
Guardian has not abandoned us or his own glorious work even though physically
he is removed from our presence.


 


Like an athlete trained to meet the supreme test, the
administrative institutions of the Faith, raised up and consolidated by the
Guardian, responded to the appeal of the Hands, and with strength and assurance
rallied to the support of the Administrative and Spiritual Heart of the Cause
in its hour of danger by placing in the hands of the Custodians those documents
needed to protect the institutions, properties and privileges possessed by the
Bahá'í World Community at its World Centre. So strong has been the
demonstration of unity on the part of the believers and their national
representatives that no challenge to the actions taken or the decisions reached
by the Hands has been made by the Covenant-breakers or other enemies of the
Faith.


 


We now share with you the very encouraging and indeed thrilling
news of the unfoldment of the World Crusade, on which, in the words of our
Guardian, "the army of the Lord of Hosts has so joyously and confidently
embarked". The friends should realize that the main portion of the
statistics in this message come from him, as he had assiduously kept the record
of the progress being made in various fields up until two days before his
passing. It was with the help of exhaustive lists he kept that we were able to
assemble and add to the facts, brought up to date by him until the beginning of
November, and thus give the believers the truly heartening picture of the
steady, irresistible advance of our Faith all over the world. Many
supplementary achievements of an outstanding nature have been added since his
spirit was freed from the heavy bondage of his earthly life, eloquent witness
of the immense love of the believers for that unique and priceless being the
beloved Master left in their midst for thirty-six years.


 


The news of the World Centre, most of which is gleaned from notes
prepared by Shoghi Effendi himself for his Annual Convention Message, is most
inspiring. After more than sixty-five years of uninterrupted tenure of
buildings adjacent to the Holy Tomb of Bahá'u'lláh, the Haram-i-Aqdas was at
last purged of the remaining handful of Covenant-breakers in August, 1957,
following the expropriation of their properties by the Israel Government. In
accordance with the wishes of the beloved Guardian, these buildings were razed,
and by the end of December no trace was left. The beautiful white Mansion of
Bahá'u'lláh stood forth at last in all its symmetry, unsullied —the very
building seemed to shine and breathe in a new peace. The gardens, as planned by
the Guardian himself, have been and are still being enlarged in the area left
open by the destruction of these buildings, and a third terrace, as planned by
him, has been raised towards the east so that a magnificent view is obtained of
the Holy Shrine, the Mansion of Bahá'u'lláh, and the great arc of gardens
created by him during the last few years. Moreover, the title deeds to all the
Bahjí property expropriated by the Israel Government have been safely
registered in the name of the Faith. Negotiations are being completed for extra
plots of land towards the north and south of the present area of Bahjí owned by
the Bahá'ís in order to protect the approaches to the Most Holy Tomb and the
entrance to the building used by 'Abdu'l-Bahá in the days after the Ascension
of Bahá'u'lláh.


 


In Haifa, the International Archives building is now entirely
completed inside as well as out; the tall, stained glass window in its western
wall, the smaller windows and the ornamental balustrade of its balconies, were
built before the passing of the beloved Guardian; the green tiles and six
crystal chandeliers he ordered have since been placed in position; and the
municipal authorities have granted tax exemption to this first of the
international institutions of the Faith to be erected on Mt. Carmel in
accordance with the promise of Bahá'u'lláh: 'Erelong will God sail His Ark upon
thee". The gate which the beloved Guardian had ordered for the entrance to
the "arc" around which the administrative institutions of the World
Order are to cluster in the future, and which leads to the International
Archives building, is now nearing completion. Since last Ridván three
additional Israel Branches of various National Spiritual Assemblies have been
added to those previously registered here and entitled to hold property,
namely, those of Pakistan, Alaska and New Zealand. During the past year an
unprecedented number of visitors have been received on the Bahá'í properties
open to the public, and during the recent Passover Holiday, nearly eight
thousand persons visited the Shrine of the Báb more than eighteen hundred in
one day.


 


The glad tidings of the progress our world-redeeming Faith has
made during the past year in all parts of the globe is truly impressive, and
comprises not only victories won before the passing of our most beloved
Guardian and under his direct supervision, but others, equally impressive, won
since his departure from our midst and bearing eloquent testimony to the
inspiration of his spirit, to his watchful guidance from on High, and to the
fact that his loving spirit is leading us on to do his work as he would wish it
done.


 


Two of the great rallying points provided for by the Guardian in
his last message to the Bahá'í world-namely, the five Intercontinental
Conferences —have been held with outstanding success, and a great outpouring of
spiritual bounty has undoubtedly been vouchsafed to all the believers, not only
those who attended them, but also those who felt the impact of their spirit.
The African Conference, at which were present more than four hundred and fifty
African believers and an equal number of Persian believers and other visitors
from abroad, witnessed the extraordinary feat of the raising of almost a third
of a million dollars for the work in that continent, so loved by our Guardian,
whilst the Australian Conference, which was attended by believers representing
eighteen countries, witnessed an outpouring of more than thirty thousand
Australian pounds for the Mother Temple of that continent.


 


Still another pillar of the Universal House of Justice is being
reared in the current Ridván period in France, the first European country to
receive the Message of Bahá'u'lláh, bringing the total number of National and
Regional Spiritual Assemblies to thrice nine, and fulfilling one of the most cherished
plans of the Guardian.


 


The number of territories included within the world community of
the Most Great Name has now been raised to two hundred and fifty-four. Of all
the one hundred and thirty-one new territories listed by our beloved Guardian
in the Ten Year Plan, only Spitzbergen and eleven areas included in the Soviet
orbit remain unopened, as a result of the settlement, during the past year, of
the Chagos Archipelago by the Knight of Bahá'u'lláh Pouva Murday, and the
opening of Nicobar Island by the Knights of Bahá'u'lláh Mrs. Bates and her
daughter Jeanne Frankel.


 


The constant multiplication of localities where Bahá'ís reside in
all parts of the globe has raised the total number of such centres to over
forty-five hundred, an increase of thirteen hundred in the last three years. Of
these localities —termed by our Guardian foci of the warming and healing light
of the Revelation of Bahá'u'lláh —nearly one hundred and twenty are now
established in the Goal Countries of Europe, nearly one hundred and thirty in
the British Isles, over one hundred and thirty-five in Germany and Austria, one
hundred and forty in Australasia, one hundred and forty-five in the Dominion of
Canada, one hundred and sixty in the Indian subcontinent, one hundred and
ninety in Latin America, nearly two hundred and eighty in the entire Pacific
area, over seven hundred in the African continent, over ten hundred and fifty
in Persia, and over fourteen hundred and sixty in the United States.


 


The number of Local Spiritual Assemblies established in all parts
of the globe, constituting in the beloved Guardian's own words "the broad
and indestructible foundation of the edifice of a rising Order", is now
almost eleven hundred, an increase of nearly a hundred in one year. The total
number of incorporated Spiritual Assemblies, both local and national, is now
two hundred and sixteen, an increase of more than twenty during the past year,
including several of the thirteen National Assemblies newly established in the
Ridván period of 1957.


 


The literature of the Faith of Bahá'u'lláh has now been translated
into two hundred and forty-four languages, of which one hundred and fifty-five
have been completed since the beginning of the Crusade. No less than
seventy-eight of these represent supplementary achievements above those called
for in the Ten Year Plan.


 


Of the forty-nine National Hazíratu’l-Quds enumerated as Crusade
objectives, forty-eight have been acquired, leaving only the headquarters in
Caracas, Venezuela still to be established. Of the fifty-one national Bahá'í
endowments to be purchased during the Ten Year Crusade, fifty have now been
established, leaving only one more to be acquired.


 


The number of countries and states, as well as cities in the
United States, where the educational authorities have recognized the Bahá'í
Holy Days is now nearly sixty, an increase of more than ten in the past year,
including the entire country of Uganda.


 


The number of sovereign states and dependencies as well as territories,
federal districts and states of the United States of America, where the Bahá'í
Marriage Certificate is recognized is now forty, special legislation having
been passed by the Legislature of Texas in the United States, permitting Bahá'í
marriages to be legally performed in that State, and more recently, and of
great significance in hastening the day when the independence of our beloved
Faith will have been fully vindicated, is the pronouncement by a religious
judge in the Sudan that as the Bahá'í Faith is an independent religion, two
Bahá'ís of Islamic extraction should not be registered as Muslims but married
as Bahá'ís and the historic registration in the Republic of San Marino of the
first Bahá'í marriage ever performed there, an event without precedence in the
European continent.


 


Of the utmost significance, not only in the Ten Year Plan, but for
future decades and centuries of the Bahá'í Era, is the striking progress made
in acquiring the sites for future Mashriqu’l-Adhkárs. The execution, in March
of this year, of the contract for purchase of the Temple site in Stockholm
completes the list of eleven such sites originally enumerated by the beloved
Guardian as Crusade objectives. To this imposing list have been added no less
than nine other sites acquired in such widely scattered areas of the globe as
Alaska, Indonesia, Libya, Pakistan, Argentina, Brazil, Liberia, the British
Isles, and Switzerland, that of Switzerland having the unique distinction of
being the only Temple site ever purchased by the Guardian of the Faith himself,
in the particular situation in Bern which he himself prescribed, overlooking
the Alps. Many of these sites represent victories achieved in the subsidiary
Six Year Plans given by our Guardian to the various new National and Regional
Assemblies formed in the Ridván period a year ago.


 


In the African continent, where the unparalleled progress of the
Faith of Bahá'u'lláh in recent years brought such joy to the beloved Guardian,
the number of believers is now well over the five thousand mark, an increase of
nearly two thousand in the past year, the vast majority of which are of the
Negro race. The number of Local Spiritual Assemblies in that flourishing area
is now approaching the two hundred mark and may well reach or exceed this level
in the current Ridván period. A total of two hundred and three African tribes
are now represented in the Bahá'í world community, an increase of one hundred
and ninety-three since the inception of the Crusade. Land for a Bahá'í school
in Uganda has been offered by one of the African members of the Regional
Spiritual Assembly of that area, a contribution to the Faith which made the
Guardian particularly happy. In the Pacific area, that vast territory where the
rapid spread of the Faith and the development of its institutions is, in the
words of our Guardian, "competing for the palm of victory with the African
continent itself', the evidences of new victories won continue to multiply. The
number of believers has now passed the three thousand mark, the number of
localities where Bahá'ís reside has reached the imposing total of two hundred
and eighty, and the number of indigenous languages into which Bahá'í literature
has been translated is now well over fifty. Other significant evidences of the
progressive increase of Bahá'í institutions in that area are the establishment
of twenty-seven incorporated Spiritual Assemblies, the establishment of
independent Bahá'í burial grounds in Indonesia and Malaya, and the founding of
three additional Bahá'í schools, doubling the number already existing, as well
as the pending completion of construction of still another.


 


In the far-flung reaches of the Western Hemisphere, the total
number of localities within the Community of the Most Great Name is now nearly
eighteen hundred. The area is now served by seven National and Regional
Spiritual Assemblies, and over three hundred Local Assemblies, of which over
one hundred and thirty are incorporated. The number of American Indian tribes
with which contact has been established now exceeds fifty, nearly twenty-five
of which are now represented in the Faith. The first all-Indian Local Spiritual
Assembly in South America has been formed in Huanuni, Bolivia. The many notable
victories recorded during the past year in widely scattered areas of this vast
hemisphere are far too numerous to summarize here, but the following may be
mentioned to illustrate the range and diversity of these accomplishments: The
formation of a group in the Arctic Village of Barrow; the granting to the Canadian
National Assembly of tax exemption for the Maxwell House in Montreal as a
result of a finding by the Superior Court that the Faith is an independent
religion entitled to such exemption; the beginning of construction of the Home
for the Aged, the first Dependency of the Mother Temple of the West, and the
action by the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Wilmette Village Trustees in
effect upholding the firm Bahá'í position on the oneness of mankind taken by
the elected national representatives of the American Bahá'í Community
responsible for this important project; the holding of the first Bahá'í Summer
School of Central America; and the establishment of a Bahá'í Publishing Trust
in Buenos Aires, Argentina.


 


Although no doubt incomplete, we cannot refrain from sharing with
the friends the list of teaching conferences and congresses which our beloved
Guardian had so patiently, and meticulously, and at so much cost of effort to
his precious self, assembled in preparation for his Convention Message. First
and foremost must be mentioned the conferences held by the Hands of the Faith
and their Auxiliary Board members at Bex les Bains, and in Bern, Switzerland,
and those called since the passing of the Guardian and held in over forty
places in the United States of America. The Teaching Conferences held in Bex
les Bains, Switzerland; Sanary sur Mer, France; Darby Hall, England; Belgium
India; Rome, Italy; Panama, Canal Zone; that of the Maritimes, held in St.
John, New Brunswick; and of Lower Burma, held in Rangoon; as well as the
Teaching Conferences of Pakistan; of Benelux, held in Luxembourg Ville,
Luxembourg; those of Alaska, held in Fairbanks, Anchorage and Ketchikan; the
Regional Teaching Conferences held in areas so widely separated as Sydney, New
South Wales; Queensland, Victoria; Adelaide, South Australia; and Tasmania;
Northern Bavaria, convened in Nuremberg; and that of Regina, Saskatchewan; the
National Teaching Conferences held in Frankfurt, Germany, St. Croix and
Lucerne, Switzerland; the Bi-Area Teaching Conference held in Green Acre,
Eliot, Maine; the Summer Conference held in Banff, Alberta for Western Canada;
the Regional Teaching Congresses held in Curitiba, Brazil; Asunción, Paraguay;
and in Panama, representative also of other Central American Republics; the
historic All Greece Teaching Conference held after the passing of the Guardian,
and the Inter-Community Conference series held in Vancouver, British Columbia.


 


As the world-encircling Crusade passes its crucial midway point,
the significance of which was outlined in such inspiring terms by the beloved
Guardian himself in his last message to the Bahá'í world, and which has been
thrown into such brilliant relief by the white glare of his ascension, we must
all assess the tasks that lie ahead of us with clear minds and with courage and
determination in our hearts. He himself pointed out to us that until this
midway point was reached we had traversed three phases of our Ten Year Plan.
The first phase, from 1953 to 1954, witnessed the unique feat of the addition
of over one hundred countries to the roll of those opened to the Faith of
Bahá'u'lláh; the second phase, 1954 to 1956, was signalized by the purchase of
the vast majority of the forty-nine National Hazíratu’l-Quds, and the fifty-one
national endowments constituting goals of the World Crusade; the third phase,
1956 to 1958, was distinguished by the addition of almost 1,000 centres and
sixteen new National and Regional Assemblies. The fourth phase, as our beloved
Guardian pointed out in his October message to the Bahá'í world, "must be
immortalized, on the one hand, by an unprecedented increase in the number of
the avowed supporters of the Faith, in all the continents of the globe, of
every race, clime, creed and colour, and from every stratum of present-day
society, coupled with a corresponding increase in the number of Bahá'í centres
and, on the other, by a swift progress in the erection of the Mother Temples of
Africa, and Australia, as well as by the initiation of the construction of the
first Mashriqu’l-Adhkár of Europe."


 


Already, at the two great Intercontinental Conferences held in
Kampala and Sydney, substantial contributions to these three Temples have been
made, but the needs of these infinitely precious and spiritually significant Houses
of Worship —Temples whose designs were either chosen or approved by the
Guardian himself, and to which he made the gift of Sacred Dust from the inmost
Shrine of Bahá'u'lláh —are far from being met, and a sustained and
self-sacrificing effort will be required on the part of the World Bahá'í
Community to complete them.


 


In checking over the outline which the Guardian himself had been
preparing in anticipation of his 1958 Ridván Message to the Bahá'í world it was
found that in addition to the above-quoted tasks which constitute in his own
words the fourth phase of the crusade —a phase which must now carry it to its
consummation —he had noted that three new National Spiritual Assemblies were to
be formed in Ridván 1959, namely, those of Burma, Turkey and Austria, and one
regional one, that of the South Pacific. We cannot refrain from complimenting
the believers in these areas on the progress they have made and the spirit they
have shown which attracted to them, just before his passing, the loving good-pleasure
of their Guardian and presented them with such a unique opportunity to
distinguish themselves in the service of the Faith.


 


Whilst we cannot but view with feelings of awe, pride and profound
thanksgiving the extraordinary victories won during the last five years, it is
certainly incumbent upon us at this time to bear in mind that only half of the
Crusade has run its course, that our way through the world is harder and
stonier than before, and that tremendous tasks still lie ahead. Let us recall
the words of the beloved Guardian himself:


 


"The newly opened territories of the globe must, under no
circumstances, be allowed to relapse into the state of spiritual deprivation
from which they have so recently and laboriously been rescued. Nay, the highly
edifying evidences proclaiming the expansion and the consolidation of the
superb historic work achieved in so many of these territories must be rapidly
multiplied. The Local Assemblies that have been so diligently and patiently
established must under no circumstances be allowed to dissolve, or their
foundations be in any way endangered. The mighty and steady process involving
the increase in the number of the avowed supporters of the Faith, and the
multiplication of isolated centres groups and Local Assemblies must, throughout
this newly opened phase of the Plan, be markedly accelerated.


 


" And, finally, we ask each and every believer to ponder in
his heart the solemn charge laid upon us by our Beloved when he was preparing
us to shoulder the tasks of the Holy Crusade: ". . . I adjure them, by the
precious blood that flowed in such great profusion, by the lives of the
unnumbered saints and heroes who were immolated, by the supreme, the glorious
sacrifice of the Prophet-Herald of our Faith, by the tribulations which its
Founder, Himself, willingly underwent, so that His Cause might live, His Order
might redeem a shattered world and its glory might suffuse the entire planet —I
adjure them, as this solemn hour draws nigh, to resolve never to flinch, never
to hesitate, never to relax, until each and every objective ... has been fully
consummated."


 


HANDS OF THE CAUSE IN THE HOLY LAND
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Dearly beloved Friends:


 


The most glorious Feast of the Bahá'í Year, the "King of
Festivals", the Ridván commemoration of the Declaration of
Bahá'u'lláh, "Whose Day every Prophet hath announced" and for
Whose advent "the soul of every Divine Messenger hath thirsted",
is once more upon us, the second Ridván since the passing of our precious, our
most beloved Guardian. No report from the World Centre can ever take the place
of the wonderful stream of inspiring words he poured out in his great messages
to us at this period, when so many of the believers gather together at the
Annual Bahá'í Conventions, and which conveyed to us not only the soul-stirring
news of the progress the Faith had made during the past year, but called us to
new heights of service, rallied our spirits and refreshed our souls with his
own great vision of the future. Much as we long for his presence, his words,
his inspiration, his loving care, we must realize that what has been given to
us no man can take away. What Shoghi Effendi showered on us for thirty-six
years of his Guardianship, what he built into the Faith and into its followers'
hearts all over the world, is a permanent creation and one that has become on
the one hand a part of history, and on the other a part of our personal lives.
We must show our gratitude to him in a mighty renewal of deeds. We must rejoice
over the continuing evidences of the never-failing grace of Bahá'u'lláh which
carries the work of His Faith forward in spite of every test, trial and crisis.


 


This past year has witnessed the steady onward march of the Cause
of God in every field. When we recall how grievous and shattering was the blow
we received in November, 1957, we cannot but marvel at the evidences, so clear
for friend or enemy to behold, of the indomitable strength of this Cause which
the Guardian knit so firmly together, and the foundations of whose
Administrative Order he laid so securely during his lifetime that the
earthquake of his passing neither shattered the unity nor shook the confidence
of the Community of the followers of the Most Great Name. Let us bow our heads
humbly in gratitude to the Author of our Faith for His protection and manifold
mercies showered upon us during these days of supreme test and suffering.


 


The monument erected on the grave of the beloved Guardian was
completed just two days before the anniversary of his passing; the gleaming
pillar of pure white Carrara marble, resting on a base of three steps and
surmounted by a Corinthian capital bearing a globe of the world, all of the
same stone, rose up against the grey autumn skies of London, in its simplicity
and beauty a befitting memorial to that great being who himself created so much
beauty on the slopes of Mt. Carmel and around the Holiest Spot on this planet,
the Tomb of Bahá'u'lláh. Perched, as if about to take off in flight, or just
settling from the skies, a gilded bronze eagle, the emblem of so many
victories, crowns the monument. A dignified white stone balustrade, surmounted
at the four corners by ornate stone urns, encloses the inner garden where the
grave lies; adjoining this sanctuary, and constituting its approach, is a
second larger garden surrounded by a red brick wall; a red path stretches from
the two white steps leading down from the inner garden straight to the
beautiful gilded wrought iron gates at the bottom of the second garden-which
constitute the main entrance to the Guardian's resting-place. On either side of
these gates two cypress trees, reminiscent of the hundreds of cypress trees the
Guardian himself planted in the Shrine gardens at the World Centre of the
Faith, stand guard. Two lovely weeping holly trees, two white pedestals with
white Carrara marble vases planted with flowers, decorate the grounds as one
approaches, through this outer garden, that sacred spot where the Beloved of
our hearts is laid to rest. Many hundreds of Bahá'ís have already made a
pilgrimage to this shrine. Many hundreds of non-Bahá'ís have likewise visited
it, drawn by the powerful spirit they feel there, attracted by what they see in
the faces of the believers who come there to pray, and by the abundance of
radiant flowers which constantly surround the foot of the monument.


 


The tribute of the believers has been completed outwardly, but the
mighty, invisible tribute to his memory continues to be built. The friends will
recall that when they were invited to contribute to the Memorial Fund for the
erection of this monument, the Hands of the Faith stated that any sum received
above that required to construct the monument itself and embellish its
precincts would be spent to carry on the teaching work and erect the Temples he
specified should be constructed during the Crusade. Sums have been received
from the believers all over the world, and now that this blessed grave has been
befittingly completed, we could think of no work dearer to Shoghi Effendi's
heart at this time than that of the new teaching campaigns being launched in
Africa, and aimed at that mass conversion he said in his last message to the
Bahá'í world, should be undertaken as part of the work of the remaining five
years of the Ten Year Plan. The first expenditure from this Memorial Fund was
therefore made to assist some of the Regional African Assemblies in launching
an intensive teaching campaign in those areas most receptive to the Faith; many
of the African teachers are now travelling amongst their own people, financed
from this Fund. What better memorial to Shoghi Effendi can be erected, now that
his physical resting-place has been suitably completed, than this mighty
spiritual one which will endure in the hearts of men and will help lay the
foundation of the Kingdom of God in such distant and promising lands?


 


Aware of how eager the friends are to receive from the World
Centre a report of the progress the Faith has made during the past year and the
status of the beloved Guardian's world-girdling Crusade, we are happy to share
with the believers attending the thirty-one Annual Bahá'í Conventions now being
held in Asia, Africa, the Americas, Australasia, Europe and the Pacific region
the following truly inspiring news, which testifies so eloquently to the greatness
and the enduring quality of the work Shoghi Effendi achieved during his
lifetime, and over which, we firmly believe, he constantly and lovingly watches
from on High.


 


The number of countries, islands and dependencies where the
Standard of Bahá'u'lláh has been unfurled now totals two hundred and
fifty-five, as a result of the settlement during the past year of a pioneer in
Spitzbergen the one remaining virgin goal outside the Soviet orbit. This feat,
achieved by the Knight of Bahá'u'lláh Paul Adams, brings the total number of
new territories opened to the Faith since the inception of the Ten Year Plan to
one hundred and twenty-seven.


 


At the end of the sixth year of the Crusade the number of
localities included within the pale of the Faith has reached the impressive
total of over five thousand two hundred, fulfilling the wish of Shoghi Effendi
expressed in his last Ridván Message that ". . . strenuous efforts must be
exerted for the purpose of multiplying the existing groups and isolated centres
in all the continents of the globe, ensuring thereby the early attainment of
the goal of five thousand Bahá'í centres in the Eastern and Western
Hemispheres." Such a signal achievement represents an increase of almost
seven hundred centres since his passing, centres referred to by him as pivots
of Bahá'í teaching and administrative activity, and which have more than
doubled since the launching of the World Crusade in 1953. This truly remarkable
reflection of the victories won under the divinely-guided leadership of our
Guardian has brought the number of such centres in the Goal Countries of Europe
to over a hundred and twenty, in Germany and Austria to a hundred and
thirty-five, in Australasia and in Canada, respectively, to nearly a hundred
and forty-five, in the British Isles to nearly a hundred and fifty, in the
Indian sub-continent to almost a hundred and seventy, in Latin America to
nearly two hundred and forty, in the entire Pacific area to over four hundred
and fifty, in the African continent to nearly nine hundred and fifty, in Persia
to more than one thousand and fifty, and in the United States of America to
more than one thousand five hundred.


 


The most striking increases during the past year, and indeed since
the ascension of the beloved Guardian, have occurred in Africa and in the
widely dispersed countries and islands of the Pacific-the two areas whose
competition for "the palm of victory" brought such happiness to his
heart in the last years and months of his precious life.


 


The formation during the current Ridván period of the new National
Spiritual Assemblies of Austria, Burma, and Turkey, and the Regional National
Spiritual Assembly of the South Pacific, as specified by the beloved Guardian
himself, brings the total of these forerunners and future pillars of the
Universal House of Justice to thirty-one, sixteen of-which are now
incorporated, four having achieved this status during the past year. The total
number of Local Spiritual Assemblies established throughout the world, and
constituting, in the words of our Guardian, "the foundation of a rising
Administrative Order", is now nearly twelve hundred and seventy-five,
almost two hundred more than the number reported in last year's Convention
Message. Over two hundred of these are now incorporated. Included in the
substantial number of recent new registrations is that of the Local Spiritual
Assembly of Port Victoria, Seychelles Islands, as a result of an enactment by
the Legislative Council, and the approval of the Articles of Incorporation of
the Local Assembly of Nuku'Alofa, Tonga Islands, representing significant
victories won in important islands of the Indian and Pacific Oceans,
respectively.


 


The number of languages into which Bahá'í literature has been translated
now totals two hundred and sixty-one, an increase of one hundred and
seventy-two in six years, over ninety of which represent supplementary
languages added since the inception of the Crusade.


 


The acquisition of the Hazíratu’l-Quds in Caracas, Venezuela, and
the endowment in Brussels, Belgium during the past year completes the list of
such properties originally specified as goals of the Ten Year Crusade. In
addition to these, located in the capitals and chief cities which are or will
be the seats of the National and Regional Assemblies to be established by 1963,
a significant number of Hazíratu’l-Quds have been acquired in recent years as
supplementary goals in such widely scattered and important cities as Apia,
Samoa; Osaka and Amagasaki, Japan; Callao, Peru; Kuching, Sarawak; Algiers,
Algeria; Rabat, French Morocco; Larache, Spanish Morocco; Bathurst, Gambia;
Victoria, British Cameroons; Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia; Rembang, Indonesia;
Solano, Philippine Islands; and six in Viet Nam, including Saigon and Tourane.
A number of supplementary endowments and sites for future Hazíratu’l-Quds have
also been acquired, including properties in Morocco, the Canary Islands,
Liberia, Basutoland, the Mentawai Islands, Indonesia, Viet Nam, Malaya, the
Philippines, and Brazil.


 


Although not specified as goals of the Ten Year Plan, the
establishment of separate Bahá'í burial grounds has given increasing emphasis
to the independent status of the Faith and added to its prestige in the many
different places where such properties have been acquired in recent years, such
as Dar-es-Salaam, Tanganyika; Nairobi, Kenya; Kampala, Uganda; Rabat and
Meknes, French Morocco; Tripoli, Libya; Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia; Khartoum
North, in the Sudan; Djakarta, Indonesia; Singapore, Malaya; and Ashiya, Japan.


 


The independent character of the Faith is further attested by the
growing number of countries, states, provinces and other governmental
subdivisions where the Bahá'í Marriage Certificate is recognized. Such
recognition has now been granted in over forty different jurisdictions
throughout the five continents, the most recent being Poona, in Bombay State,
India, and the Province of British Columbia in Canada. The Bahá'í Holy Days
have been recognized by the educational authorities in nearly seventy
countries, states or provinces, and cities. Noteworthy during the past year has
been the achievement of such recognition throughout Japan, as a result of the
inclusion of such a provision in the document incorporating the National Spiritual
Assembly of North East Asia.


 


The original Crusade goal calling for the acquisition of eleven
Temple sites was fulfilled more than a year ago, with the purchase of the site
of the future Mashriqu’l-Adhkár Stockholm. In anticipation of the
day when Bahá'í Houses of Worship will be built, not only in every continent,
but in many different countries, the beloved Guardian included the purchase of
additional Temple sites in the subsidiary Plans which he assigned to the new
National and Regional Assemblies formed since 1953. Seventeen of these
supplementary sites have now been acquired throughout the world, eight during
the past year, in Colombia, Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras, Paraguay and Uruguay in
Latin America; New Zealand in the Antipodes; and in Tunisia on the northern
fringe of the African continent.


 


The steady consolidation and expansion of the Faith in the Pacific
area and in Africa continues to furnish striking evidence that the rapid spiritual
awakening which began in those regions in the last years of the blessed
Guardian's life is continuing.


 


In the countries and islands under the jurisdiction of the four
Regional National Assemblies of Africa, the number of declared believers is approaching
nine thousand. This area now has almost three hundred Local Spiritual
Assemblies, with a substantial increase assured during the current Ridván
period. Two hundred and forty-three African tribes are now represented in the
Bahá'í Community, an increase of forty-three during the past year. In Central
and East Africa, the total number of believers has more than quadrupled in the
three years since the formation of the Regional Assembly in 1956. In North West
Africa, a gain of fifty percent has occurred since Ridván 1957. In the British
Cameroons alone over seven hundred new Bahá'ís have been enrolled since the
ascension of the beloved Guardian. In the southern part of the continent, in
Swaziland, The Paramount Chief's Council, the legislative body for the Swazi
nation, has recognized the Bahá'í Faith as one of the religions that can be
taught in that country, and one of the prominent tribal chiefs has encouraged
the teaching of the Faith amongst his people.


 


In the Pacific, exclusive of Australasia, the area where the
beloved Guardian said that Bahá'í exploits bid fair to outshine the feats
achieved in any other ocean, and indeed in every continent of the globe",
the number of centres has now risen to well over three hundred, seventy-four of
which constitute Local Spiritual Assemblies. The ranks of the believers in the
Mentawai Islands alone have swelled to more than three thousand; in all of
Indonesia, including Mentawai, the number of declared Bahá'ís has more than
trebled since Ridván 1957; and in Viet Nam the rate of gain has been even more
striking. a seventh Bahá'í School has been opened in Mentawai, and two more
schools have been established in Viet Nam in the past year. The extraordinary
progress the Faith has made throughout the highly promising Pacific region has
been markedly reinforced by the translation of Bahá'í literature into nearly
seventy-five indigenous languages.


 


Throughout the Western Hemisphere, the Community of the Most Great
Name now comprises over nineteen hundred Bahá'í centres In Central and South
America and the neighbouring islands, where a total of twenty new National
Spiritual Assemblies must be formed before 1963, there are nearly two hundred
and forty centres sixty-five of which have their own Local Spiritual Assemblies.
Since the beginning of the World Crusade, contact has been established with
nearly sixty Indian tribes in North, Central and South America, of which nearly
thirty are now represented in the Faith. The steady advancement in this field,
to which the beloved Guardian attached so much importance, is evinced by the
formation of the second all-Indian Local Spiritual Assembly in South America
last Ridván in Vilcollo, Bolivia. Among many other evidences of the expansion
of Bahá'í institutions throughout the Americas during the past year may be
mentioned the inauguration of the first Summer School in Alaska; the beginning
of active publication by the newly-established Bahá'í Publishing Trust in
Buenos Aires; the first dependency of the Mother Temple of the West, the Bahá'í
Home for the Aged, was officially opened a few months ago, an event of
undoubted historic importance exemplifying those institutions of humanitarian
service which Bahá'u'lláh Himself specified should cluster about the Mashriqu’l-Adhkár
in every city-and demonstrate the spirit of His Teachings.


 


As the friends will recall, the beloved Guardian attached such
great importance to the various teaching conferences and institutes held all
over the world that he included an enumeration of them in his annual Ridván
Message. The following list of some of those held during the past year is most
impressive, not only from the standpoint of the very large number of such
gatherings which took place, but also in their wide geographical range.


 


The Conference held by the European Hands of the Cause in
Brussels, Belgium, attended by their Auxiliary Board members and
representatives of the National and Regional Assemblies of that continent; the
National Teaching Conference in Blackpool, England; the Scottish Regional Teaching
Conference in Glasgow; the Northern Ireland Regional Teaching Conference in
Bangor; and the Northwest Regional Teaching Conference in Manchester, as well
as numerous week-end schools held throughout the British Isles; the teaching
and study conferences held in the Benelux countries, in Charleroi, Liege,
Antwerp, Brussels, and two at The Hague; the National Teaching Conference of
France in Lyon, and of Italy in Rome, as well as the Swiss Teaching Conference
in Bern; the Regional Teaching Conferences held in Germany, in Heilbronn,
Wiesbaden, Tülungen, Köln, Darmstadt, Ludwigsburg, in Göppingen, Frankfurt,
Karlsruhe and Ulm, as well as the three held in Nürnberg, and the two in
Hannover; the teaching conferences held in India and Burma, in the cities of
Rangoon, Devlali, Bangalore and Daidanaw, and in Colombo, Ceylon; the
All-Pakistan Teaching Conference in Karachi; the many teaching conferences held
throughout the length and breadth of the African continent and the surrounding
islands, including two in Mauritius, one in Southern Rhodesia, four in South
Africa, and one in the British Cameroons, in Tangiers, International Zone of
Morocco, in Rabat, French Morocco, in Monrovia, Liberia, and in Mogadiscio,
Italian Somaliland, as well as the seventeen week-end schools held in Central
and East Africa; the Western Canada Summer Conference in Banff, the Maritimes
Summer Conference in Shediac, New Brunswick, the Canadian Summer Teaching
Conferences in Beaulac, Quebec, and in Ontario, as well as nearly twenty other
teaching conferences held throughout the Dominion of Canada, from Prince Edward
Island to British Columbia; the teaching conferences in Anchorage, Fairbanks,
Juneau, and Ketchikan, the four major Bahá'í centres in Alaska; the Regional
Teaching Conferences held in Rosario, Argentina, and in Quilpué, Chile, as well
as the teaching conferences held in Asunción, Paraguay and in Montevideo,
Uruguay; the Teaching Conference of Venezuela in Caracas, the All-Brazil
Teaching Conference in Jundiai, and the International School held in
Port-au-Prince, Haiti; to which should be added the teaching conferences and
week-end schools held throughout the United States, too numerous to mention.


 


The work at the heart and nerve centre of the Faith has progressed
steadily during the period from last Ridván. In November the plenary meeting of
the Hands of the Cause was held, at Bahjí —the second since the sudden passing
of the beloved Guardian forced upon the Chief Stewards of the Faith such
crushing responsibility. The mighty institution of Bahá'í pilgrimage, which
began in the days of the Manifestation of God Himself, has been reopened, and a
steady stream of friends from East and West has poured into the twin Holy
Cities of Haifa and 'Akká, to kneel at the Threshold of the sacred Shrines, to
visit the historic sites located here, to gaze in reverence at the relics so
carefully collected and preserved by the beloved Guardian, to marvel at the
beauty of the Shrine of the Báb and the International Archives Building erected
under his direction and according to his own matchless taste, as well as to
enjoy the wonderful gardens he designed and created on the slopes of Mt. Carmel
and in the plain of 'Akká, four thousand square metres of land on the ridge of
Mount Carmel overlooking the resting-place of the Herald of the Faith, have
been registered in the name of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá'ís
of Iran the sixty-six thousand square metres of land facing the Tomb of
Bahá'u'lláh at Bahjí negotiations for the purchase of which were carried out at
the Guardian's instruction during his lifetime, have now been registered in the
name of the Israel Branch of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá'ís of
the United States, in accordance with his wishes; the third terrace at Bahjí
artificially created, and which enables the visitor to obtain an imposing view
of the Holy Shrine and its gardens, was built according to his own plan on top
of the two he had himself completed, and the strip of garden to the cast of the
Mansion of Bahá'u'lláh which he had planned to develop, was likewise completed,
thus adding to the landscaped area at Bahjí another four thousand square metres
of garden; the visitors to the Bahá'í Holy Places in both Haifa and 'Akká,
continue to pour in, the impressive number of over a hundred thousand having
been received since last Ridván. During the past eighteen months, six Hands of
the Cause have acted as substitutes for those who were permanently selected to
serve in the Holy Land, but were temporarily absent either on some special
mission or for reasons of health; five of the Hands of the Cause have, at the
request of the Hands residing in the Holy Land, undertaken special teaching
missions to assist the friends and their elected representatives in areas where
either the need, or the promise of results, was the greatest.


 


The last three of the five mighty Intercontinental Conferences,
called for by the beloved Guardian at the midway point of the World Crusade,
were held in Chicago, Frankfurt and Singapore, and proved the vehicles for a
communion of heart amongst the sorrowing believers the world over such as had
never before been experienced in Bahá'í history. Over six thousand of the
followers of Bahá'u'lláh attended these Conferences, the greatest number being
present at the one held in Europe on German soil, at which over twenty-five
hundred Bahá'ís from Europe and Asia assembled; the next largest Conference was
the one held in the heart of the North American continent, where almost two
thousand were gathered, largely representative of believers from the Western
Hemisphere; the African Intercontinental Conference, with the exception of some
believers from Europe and America, and at which nine hundred friends assembled,
was divided almost equally between African and Persian believers; at the Asian
Intercontinental Conference about five hundred Bahá'ís highly representative of
the peoples of South East Asia and the North Pacific area, were able to view
the portrait of Bahá'u'lláh, whose Faith they have espoused, and to have a
share in the bounties of the Conference the beloved Guardian had called for
them, whilst in far-off Australia an attendance of almost three hundred Bahá'ís
some of them from such distant places as Japan, Persia and the United States,
reflected the progress the Cause of God has made in the Antipodes.


At all of these Conferences, in spite of the deep shadow of sorrow
upon them, the believers, mindful of the beloved Guardian's words, praised and
thanked the Founder of their Faith for His manifold blessings; reverently
viewed His portrait, sent to them for this purpose as an act of
loving-kindness, by the Guardian himself, consulted on ways and means of
rapidly achieving the remaining goals of the Crusade; reviewed its great
victories to date and poured forth over half a million dollars in contributions
and pledges for the building of the Mother Temples of Africa, Australia and
Europe, and the general work of the Ten Year Plan. So great has been the
response to the beloved Guardian's appeal to the friends to rapidly build these
sacred Houses of Worship that the Kampala Temple and the Sydney Temple, the
cornerstones of which were laid during the African and Australian
Intercontinental Conferences, respectively, are expected to be completed before
Naw-Rúz 1960, and a large sum is now available for the construction of the
European Mother Temple.


 


There can be no doubt in anyone's mind, as we survey the status of
the Cause of God six years after the inception of the World Crusade, that the
most imposing and in many ways the most difficult part of its tasks were
accomplished in the Guardian's own lifetime. One hundred and twenty-seven new
territories have been included in the orbit of the Faith as a result of the
departure of a veritable army of pioneers to all parts of the world. The
Guardian, in the early years of the Ten Year Plan stated that this
extraordinary achievement, "the most vital and spectacular objective of
the Ten Year Plan", had been "virtually attained ere the termination
of the first year of this decade-long, stupendous enterprise" through the
opening of one hundred countries and islands. The dedication of two of the
three Mother Temples called for in the provisions of this globe-encircling Plan
will take place in the near future, and permission to build the third in
Langenhain, near Frankfurt, has just been received from the County Council. All
the Hazíratu’l-Quds, all the endowments, all the Temple sites originally called
for in the World Crusade have been acquired. The Bahá'í Publishing Trusts enumerated
by the beloved Guardian have been established. The number of Israel branches of
various National Spiritual Assemblies to be formed in the Holy Land has been
exceeded. The resting-place of the remains of the father of Bahá'u'lláh has
been identified. Bahá'í women in Persia have been elected to the National and
the Local Assemblies. The translation of Bahá'í literature into various
languages has already exceeded the original objective set in 1953. Almost a
third of the new National and Regional Assemblies which must be established
before 1963 will have come into existence by the end of this Ridván.


 


This impressive tally of victories cannot but lift the hearts of
all the believers and fill them with fresh courage to arise and win the
remaining goals of the Crusade, in the name and for the sake of their beloved
Guardian. Although the work before us may be less spectacular than that already
accomplished, there can be no doubt in anyone's mind that upon its successful
conclusion depends the ultimate triumph or failure of the entire Crusade. It
constitutes no less than the bedrock of future Bahá'í activities for centuries
to come, for upon it depends the erection, on a firm and lasting foundation, of
those new National Assemblies which are to be among the first pillars of that
mighty institution of Bahá'u'lláh, the Universal House of Justice. The task is
a two-fold one: In the republics of Latin America and the ten Goal Countries of
Europe immediate action must be taken to reinforce and bring to Assembly status
those groups which are at the present time the most promising nuclei for new
Assemblies, and without the multiplication of which the new independent
National Assemblies will lack the foundation the Guardian specified as
prerequisites for their election. On the home front of such old and tried
Bahá'í communities as Persia, the United States, Germany, Great Britain,
Australia, India, Canada, Egypt and 'Iraq the same process must take
place-promising groups must be immediately raised to Assembly status.


 


Careful consideration of the nature of the work facing the Bahá'í
world during the coming four years reveals that the paramount need, one might
almost say the sole need, is to raise a second glorious all-conquering army of
pioneers, who will arise and go forth with the same rapidity, dedication and
zeal as did that first glorious army in the opening years of the Crusade, and
this time conquer, not new territories and islands, but new cities, towns and
villages in the Western Hemisphere, Europe, Asia, North Africa and the
Antipodes. We feel the Bahá'ís should have placed before them a factual picture
of the work to be done in this field: In the United States, termed by our
Guardian the base for operations in every continent of the globe, a hundred and
three new Local Spiritual Assemblies must be formed; in the Dominion of Canada,
thirty-two; in Latin America, over twenty; in the British Isles, twenty-five;
in Germany, twelve; in the European Goal Countries, forty-five; in Persia, the
Cradle of the Faith, a hundred and ten; in India, at least twenty-five; and in
Australia and New Zealand, over twenty. This presents to each and every Bahá'í
a tremendous personal challenge. Is he or she going to have a part, before it
is too late, in the Guardian's Global Crusade, the purpose of which is
primarily to lay that lasting foundation for the Universal House of Justice
created in His Most Holy Book by Bahá'u'lláh? There is no longer time for
hesitation, the sands of the Crusade are rapidly running out and with them each
one's own great personal opportunity, never to recur. Every single believer
must hold before himself the goal of either personally being responsible for
the attainment of these objectives, through arising to pioneer himself, or
through assisting his fellow-Bahá'ís to do so, and thus be instrumental in
ensuring that by 1963 the followers of Bahá'u'lláh will be found in firmly
grounded, well informed, actively functioning communities in every area where a
National or Regional Assembly exists, and in many of the territories and major
islands where His Cause has been established during the World Crusade.


 


We must face the fact that in Europe and Latin America where the
beloved Guardian's Ten Year Plan requires that Regional Assemblies must be
replaced by thirty-one National Assemblies, the needs of the various home
fronts cannot be met locally. Bahá'u'lláh Himself has exhorted His followers to
"Centre your energies in the propagation of the Faith of God. Whoso is
worthy of so high a calling, let him arise and promote it. Whoso is unable, it
is his duty to appoint him who will, in his stead, proclaim this Revelation,
whose power hath caused the foundations of the mightiest structures to quake,
every mountain to be crushed into dust, and every soul to be dumbfounded."
The Hands of the Cause, mindful of these words, have recently proposed a joint
deputization project to the Assemblies representative of the two strongest
Bahá'í communities in the world, namely, Persia and America. The oppressed,
steadfast and devoted Persian friends are ready and eager to go forth as
pioneers in large numbers, but the barrier of language and many other
complications such as obtaining visas for the countries where pioneers are
required prevent them from doing so. The North American believers are, on the
contrary, because of their citizenship, in a much better position to gain entry
to these places so urgently in need of teachers and settlers; therefore this
great joint undertaking, the first of its kind between the East and the West, has
been set in motion, whereby the friends in the Cradle of the Faith can deputize
their Bahá'í brothers and sisters who are, as the Guardian said, the spiritual
descendants of the Dawn-breakers, to go forth and help win the Crusade. The
Persian believers are now raising a fund to be transmitted through their
National Assembly to the American National Assembly for this express purpose.
It is our ardent hope that a tremendous response will be forthcoming, and that
the North American Bahá'ís mindful of the truly extraordinary role the Guardian
himself has said they must play as "the champion-builders of a divinely
conceived Administrative Order, the standard-bearers of the all-conquering army
of the Lord of Hosts, the torch-bearers of a future divinely inspired world
civilization" will arise in large numbers and place themselves at the
disposal of the committee responsible for this mass migration, ere it is too
late, and not only cover themselves with imperishable glory, but by doing so,
share the lustre of this achievement and sacrifice with their devoted brethren
who have suffered so much and so long in Bahá'u'lláh's native land.


 


No message from the World Centre of the Faith would be complete
that did not call upon the pioneers, whoever and wherever they are, be they
serving in foreign fields or on the home fronts, be they old or young, robust
or in frail health, of the Negro, the white or the brown race, to remain at
their posts at this critical hour. There can be no doubt that in the sight of
Shoghi Effendi it was the pioneers who accomplished the most difficult tasks of
the Crusade, and because of the sacrifices, the consecration and the enthusiasm
of these devoted souls, one hundred and twenty-seven territories of the globe,
as well as hundreds of cities and localities on various home fronts received
the light of Bahá'u'lláh. The importance the Guardian attached to the opening
of these virgin areas and to the work of consolidation in those countries
already possessing National Assemblies cannot be sufficiently emphasized. How
dear to his heart were the services the pioneers rendered! How he cherished
each one labouring in this vast field, often at the cost of great personal
sacrifice! It is not possible for us to describe the wistful sadness and the
look of concern and care that would pass over his blessed face when he received
news that a goal had been abandoned for whatever reason, and was lacking a
pioneer. We therefore appeal to the friends to remain at their posts, however
great the difficulties confronting them, and to persevere in this vital field
of service in order to fulfil the wishes of their beloved Guardian and to
gladden his spirit in the Kingdom on High.


 


It is, we firmly believe, the supreme duty of all National and Regional
Assemblies to concentrate their undivided attention during this particular year
of the Crusade on procuring new pioneers and settling them with no delay
whatsoever in those spots where their presence in the chosen objectives abroad
or in the goal cities of the various home fronts will enable new Assemblies to
be formed next Ridván. There can be no doubt that upon the success of such
steps taken immediately depends the fortunes of our Guardian's Crusade, a
Crusade which in its world-embracing scope, has carried the Divine Plan of
'Abdu'l-Bahá a mighty step forward in its unfoldment, and which must inevitably
lead to the spiritual conquest of the entire planet.


 


The financial resources of the Bahá'í world must be mustered and
expended at this time for the attainment of this mighty purpose. We can do no
better than appeal to each and every individual believer in the Guardian's own
words: "Let them resolve, instantly and unhesitatingly, to place, each
according to his circumstances, his share on the altar of Bahá'í sacrifice,
lest, on a sudden, unforeseen calamities rob them of a considerable portion of
the earthly things they have amassed."


 


Victories, however glorious, won in other fields, will be empty of
their meaning if this most great victory is not achieved. Every follower of the
Faith is aware of that great spiritual truth that God in His mercy and
all-encompassing love does not require of His creatures something that He will
not empower them to do. We cannot and must not fail. How many times have we
been assured that the Concourse on High is ready and eager to rush forth and
assist us to seize the palm of victory. Our Guardian never doubted our ability
to accomplish the Plan he set for us; he entrusted it to our care and left this
world, after so many years of sorrow and toil, for realms where his spirit
could operate more freely. We cannot betray his sacred trust, we cannot
disappoint the hopes he pinned on us or prove unworthy of the supreme
confidence he showed us! Let us arise and win his Crusade and meet the
challenge and fulfil the promise enshrined in one of his last messages:
"The heights its champions must scale are indeed formidable. The pitfalls
that bestrew their path are still numerous. The road leading to ultimate and
total victory is tortuous, stony and narrow", he tells us. "Theirs,
however, is the emphatic assurance, revealed by the Pen of the Most High-the
Prime Mover of the forces unleashed by this world-girdling Crusade-that 'Whosoever
ariseth to aid our Cause God will render him victorious over ten times ten
thousand souls, and, should he wax in his love for Me, him will We cause to
triumph over all that is in heaven and all that is on earth.'


 


"Putting on the armour of His love, firmly buckling on the
shield of His mighty Covenant, mounted on the steed of steadfastness, holding
aloft the lance of the Word of the Lord of Hosts, and with unquestioning
reliance on His promises as the best provision for their journey, let them set
their faces towards those fields that still remain unexplored and direct their
steps to those goals that are as yet unattained, assured that He Who has led
them to achieve such triumphs, and to store up such prizes in His Kingdom, will
continue to assist them in enriching their spiritual birthright to a degree
that no finite mind can imagine or human heart perceive."


 


HANDS OF THE CAUSE IN THE HOLY LAND
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To Annual Bahá'í Conventions


 


Dearly beloved Friends:


 


Another twelve months of important Bahá'í events have revolved
upon the mighty axis of our beloved Guardian's divinely inspired, world
encompassing Crusade. Once again, at this blessed Ridván period, we pause to
survey the accomplishments of the past year, to enumerate its victories and to
assess the tasks that still lie ahead ere we reach the goal of 1963 and enter
upon the celebration of the supreme Jubilee of our Faith, the hundredth
anniversary of the Declaration of Bahá'u'lláh's Mission —a Mission which casts
its light forward over five hundred thousand years of human destiny. We Bahá'ís
may well raise our hearts in thanksgiving to Him for the constant evidences of
His unfailing grace, protection and guidance vouchsafed to us, the small but
faithful band of His followers scattered throughout the populous and ancient
centres of culture in both the East and the West, throughout the wildernesses
of Africa and the New World, and the far-flung islands of the seas. In spite of
the heavy blow we received so recently through earthly separation from our
Guardian —a blow from which our hearts still bleed; in spite of our frailty as
chosen instruments of God; in spite of the fewness of our numbers in the face
of the teeming millions as yet unaware of the advent of the Promised One of all
ages; in spite of the circumscribed nature of our material resources in spite
of all these things we witness that this Faith of ours is receiving an
uninterrupted impetus from the Will of Bahá'u'lláh and that its nascent
institutions, given to us by Him, elaborated by 'Abdu'l-Bahá and erected by
Shoghi Effendi are multiplying in number, growing in strength, casting down
deeper roots into the life of society, increasing in prestige and demonstrating
the power nascent within them which must flower eventually into a World
Civilization and bring about that Golden Age which will in truth be the Kingdom
of Heaven upon earth.


 


The process of knitting the Bahá'í world together and coordinating
its far-flung activities, which was carried on from the World Centre of our
Faith by the beloved Guardian, has steadily continued since his passing and
bears witness to the enduring foundations he laid during the thirty-six years
of unremitting toil and self-sacrifice which characterized his ministry. The
brilliance of his planning, the far-reaching vision which inspired his
decisions, the vitality of the Administrative Order he built up during his
lifetime, continue to bear fruit. The "heart and nerve centre" of the
Faith, the hub into which the spokes of this mighty wheel of God, this New
World Order, fit has continued to function with unabated vitality, receiving
its spiritual impetus from the twin Holy Shrines in which are laid to rest the
Twin Manifestations of God for this Day, and pouring this life-force into the
world-wide Community of the followers of the Most Great Name, in spite of
having so recently passed through one of the worst crises in one hundred and
seventeen years of Bahá'í history. The Ten Year Plan, the latest step in the
unfoldment of 'Abdu'l-Bahá's Divine Plan designed to bring about the spiritual
conquest of the entire globe, has forged ahead in a truly miraculous manner
since that grievous and fateful November day in 1957 which witnessed the
removal of its guiding force, its Commander-in-Chief, the designer of its every
phase, and the one to whom its prosecutors, whether Hands, Board members,
administrative bodies, pioneers or teachers, looked for words of encouragement
and guidance and from whom they eagerly anticipated receiving that measure of
reward or acclaim that he in his wisdom and love might bestow upon them.


 


Not only has the unity of the Faith been protected, the plans of
its enemies forestalled and its properties safeguarded, but the spirit of the
believers has not faltered in the darkest hour of test. We may truly say that
it is this great pact of faith in the hearts of the friends that has held the
Cause steadily on the course chartered for it by its Guardian, and has been the
magnet attracting so many new souls to the Faith during the past two years. It
is this force of faith in Bahá'u'lláh and love for Him that has swept the
Bahá'ís of the world forward to such astonishing victories as the establishment
during this present Ridván period of the entire number of Spiritual Assemblies
specified by the beloved Guardian in the Ten Year Plan as the necessary foundation
for the future independent national Bahá'í bodies of Latin America. Those
responsible for this feat obeyed his behest to ". . . set their faces
towards those fields that still remain unexplored and direct their steps to
those goals that are as yet unattained, assured that He Who has led them to
achieve such triumphs . . . will continue to assist them in enriching their
spiritual birthright to a degree that no finite mind can imagine or human heart
perceive." How shining are the evidences that this promised support has
been vouchsafed to them by Bahá'u'lláh Himself. Last Ridván with so many Local
Assemblies still needed in Latin America, the heights still to be scaled seemed
unattainable; this Ridván the banner of conquest floats proudly from every hilltop.
How greatly mu